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Conceal In Comfort 

Neoprene Paddded Holster 

Every Alien Gear Holster Is Triple Guaranteed 

► 30 Day Test Drive ► Forever Warranty 
► Free Shell Trades For Life 



Alien Gear Holsters builds high quality and well- 
designed holsters for concealed carry. We pair 
superior leather or neoprene composite with top 
notch hardware for the best products on the market 
including a Triple Iron-Clad Lifetime Guarantee! 

★ ★ ★ 



MADE PROUDLY 


Concealed Carry Holsters 

208.215. 204B I AlienGearHolsters.com 




EMPOWER YOURSELF 

The Walther CCP’' houses our breakthrough SoftjCpirtechnolo^. This 
into less felt recoil and consistent shot placpniont. We#e yod the assifhpce. 
that you can rely on Walther, no iin3iiei'the;S^|j|tiQijr you shb'uld 


iin3i^i'the;S^|jbtipijr you shb'uld 
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expect from the oldest name in personal pro^caoR 
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A LETTER FROM THE 

EDITOR 



Summer Fun = 
Summer Smarts 


T he beginning of summer is one of my favorite times of the 
year. Even though this is our Fall issue, summer is in full 
swing right now, baseball is heating up, cooks are dusting 
off their barbeque grills, and at my local range there is just about 
every form of competitive shooting available, from Benchrest, to 
iPSC and iDPA and 3-gun, to black powder and archery. 

With all of the warm-weather activities to grab our attention, 
the shooting sports are an excellent way to connect with fellow 
shooters, get out and enjoy the day, and burn some gunpowder. 
Competitive shooting is also an outstanding way to hone skills 
for those that choose to carry concealed. Many of the shooting 
games are just that — games, but many of the skills learned 
and used on the range during competition are transferrable to 
the CCW holder, or the person concerned with personal and 
home defense. 

Even basic gun-handling skills are useful to the CCW holder — 
they help a user to gain additional confidence with their 
equipment and in themselves. Even if you don’t have a desire 
to engage in competitive shooting, just going to the range on a 
regular basis is going to pay dividends if you ever are required 
to draw your handgun in defense of life. 

So, get out and enjoy the summer barbeques and family gather- 
ings, but take some time and take advantage of this great time of 
year to hone your defensive skills at the range, as well. 


Regards! 

—Steve Sieberts, Editor 

Steve Sieberts has over 40 years in the firearms field, incuding 77 years as a 
professional gunsmith and 10 years as a Chief Gunsmith for a classified DoD facility. He 
also spent four years with the Army Shooting Team and holds the Distinguished Pistol 
Shot Badge, the President’s Hundred Tab, and belongs to the NRA 2600 Club. He has 
been writing about firearms for many publications for over 20 years. 
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SHOW YOU’RE AN AMERICAN 
PATRIOT WITH PRIDE! 


Crafted in Gleaming, 

Tough-as-an-American, Stainless Steel 
★ ★ 

Dramatically Detailed with 
Proud Patriotic Images and Words 
of Historical Importance 

Citizens of this great nation are more than justified in 
their pride for a country that so vigorousiy fought for 
its independence, and to this day stiil fierceiy defends 
its treasured American way of life. Now, you can honor 
the legacy of this proud iand and the freedoms won, 
with our new custom jeweiry design— the “Don’t Tread 
on Me” Men’s Pendant. 



Actual size 


Finely Engraved on 
the Reverse Side with: 

“GOD BLESS 
AMERICA’’ 


HANDCRAFTED IN AN EXCLUSIVE DESIGN 
Crafted of durable solid stainless steel, our shield- 
shaped pendant features a striking sculptural image 
inspired by the famous rattlesnake on the Gadsden 
Flag, which was created during the Revolutionary 
War by American General and statesman Christopher 
Gadsden. The snakes threatening look along with the 
words “DON’T TREAD ON ME” stand out in raised relief 
against an image of Old Glory. The combination of the 
shield shape, a symbol of protection, and the bold and 
burnished symbols of our fiircely won independence 
make this a magnificent statement piece of patriotic 
pride. Adding to the meaning and value, the pendant is 
fimely engraved on the reverse side with “GOD BLESS 
AMERICA,” and the look is completed with a matching 
24" stainless steel open linked chain. 



AN EXCEPTIONAL VALUE... 

AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME 

This sharp looking pendant is a remarkable value at 
$79, payable in 4 easy installments of just $19.75* 
and backed by our unconditional 120-day guarantee. It 
arrives in a velvet jewelry pouch and gift box along with 
a Certificate of Authenticity. To reserve yours, send no 
money now, just mail the Reservation Application. This 
is an exclusive Bradford Exchange design — ^you won’t 
find it in stores. So don’t miss out— order yours today! 



Arrives in a 
jewelry pouch 
and custom 
box with a 
Certificate of 
Authenticity 


www.bradfordexchange.com/19636 e 2 oi 4 BGE 01-19636-001-Bi 


“Don’t Tread On Me” 

Men’s Pendant 

A Custom-Crafted Jewelry Exclusive 
from The Bradford Exchange 


LIIVIITED-TIIVIE 

OFFER 



Reservations will be accepted 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Respond as soon as 
possible to reserve your “Don’t 
Tread On Me’’ Men’s Pendant 


*Plus $8.98 shipping and 
service. Please allow 4-6 


weeks for delivery of your 
jewelry after we receive your 
initial deposit. Sales subject to 
product availability and order 
acceptance. 


RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 

THE 

BRAHKOKLII EXCHAMGK 

^ JEWEERY 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. Please reserve the “Don’t Tread On Me” 
Men’s Pendant for me as described in this 
announcement. 

Signature 

Mrs. Mr. Ms. 

Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 

City State Zip 

E-Mail (Optional) 

01-19636-001-E93441 



10 ROUNDS 


Better Your Game: Products & Tips 



wise anticipating, the results will be obvious. The 
paster, being a 1-inch square, will instantly show any 
shots that land outside of it, if your trigger control is 
below excellent. 

Notice on the second photo, nny son had to adjust his 
hold since the gun was shooting a little high, but once 
he was zeroed, all shots landed inside the paster. 

For bonus points, call each shot. That means you 
should be able to tell where the shot went (for example, 
high right, or low left), based on the relationship of the 
front sight to rear sight when the gun was fired. 

Try it the next time you’re at the range — it’s a great 
drill to sharpen your trigger control skills. 


Enhance Your Accuracy 

COMPANY: Barnes 

WEBSITE: www.BarnesBullets.com 

Barnes has added the 125 grain bullet to their 
357 TAC-XPD line of handgun cartridges. The all- 
copper bullet is loaded with low-flash powder for 
best results in low light defensive situations, and 
offers excellent accuracy and expansion which is 
critical in a defensive load. 


Shooting tips are like belly buttons, everybody has 
them. Some tips are handed down from generation to 
generation, and may or may not actually be effective 
guidelines. 

Some are excellent, like this one from Instructor Mike 
Foley, who is an active iPSC and IDPA competitor and is 
sponsored by Wilson Combat. This tip is a good one to 
determine whether you have achieved a high level of 
trigger control: 

Place a standard white paster on a standard IPSC 
or IDPA target and move back 3 yards. Taking your 
time, you should be able to keep all of your shots 
inside the paster. If you’re heeling the shot or other- 
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Fine-Tune Your Game 

Many people that enjoy the shooting sports may wonder 
just how good that new pistol, or that new factory load that 
they just spent $40 on, really is. There are a few ways to 
determine this. One is to read magazines like this to see the 
reviews by some of the top firearms writers in the country. 
Or you can do your own testing, and this is the route i like 
to take. 

in order to test your own firearms or ammunition, 
you need the right equipment. Two pieces of critical test 
equipment are the Ransom Rest, and the Oehler 35P 
chronograph. 

The Ransom Rest removes the human element from the 
accuracy testing of a handgun or handgun/ammunition 
combination. I’ve used a Ransom Rest to test literally hun- 
dreds of IQlls I built for DoD personnel for over a decade. 

The Oehler 35P is the gold standard for measuring 
bullet velocity and shows the High, Low, Mean and 
Standard Deviation, it really demonstrates the consistency 
of the ammunition. 

Whether you are testing a new custom or factory gun, 
factory loads or your own custom handloads, these tools 
are invaluable. 



Pocket Toolbox 

COMPANY: Brownells 
WEBSITE: www.Brownells.com 

This is a quality multi-purpose tool that should be in every range bag 
for times when things break or need adjustment, and they will, it’s four 
inches long and slips into the shirt pocket or pants. 

With a pair of pliers, knife, box end wrench, screwdriver and so much 
more, the pocket-packable multi-tool for field repair is a great utensil. 
(Also listed as Multi-Tasker - AR-15/M16 Multitasker Series 3 Multitool, 
and available in black or tan.) 


Firearms Refinishing 

COMPANY: Accurate Plating and Weaponry 
WEBSITE: www.APWCogan.com 

Every firearm, at some point, will need to be refinished. 
Whether it’s a traditional blueing job, Parkerizing, or one 
of the newer coatings. APW can do it all. in addition, they 
are a full-service custom shop. APW also performs the 
full spectrum of custom gunsmithing and can build or 
modify most firearms from basic carry guns to full-sized 
revolvers, and all types of firearms for hunting and com- 
petition. 

The company specializes in applying Cerakote finishes, 
which can be had in a variety of colors including blue, 
purple and stoplight red for a truly custom firearm, in 
addition to the newer polymer coatings like Cerakote, 
APW also performs more traditional coatings and plating 
such as nickel, black chrome and industrial hard chrome, 
the latter of which can be applied over all types of steels, 
including stainless. ^ 
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CONCEALED CARRY 

MASTERPIECE 

Wilson Combat’s Carry Compact 


BY TERRILL HOFFMAN 


10 FALL 2015 CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS 




tt Once someone 
commits to carrying a 
concealed weapon, 
they are taking the 
role of a dog standing 
between the wolves 

and the sheep. 99 


I n the world of concealed carry handguns, 
are you ready to step up to the major 
leagues and play with the big boys? A bet- 
ter way to phrase the question would be to 
ask if you are ready for your second or third 
concealed carry handgun. 

The reason i ask is that Wilson Combat of 
Berryville, AR has sent me their Carry 
Compact in 9mm for evaluation, and this is 
not the normal handgun selected by a novice. 

There is a substantial learning curve, or 
progression, to the process of carrying a con- 
cealed handgun. Many are drawn into the 
concept of concealed carry by some per- 
ceived “cool” factor, but these misguided 
souls quickly fall to the wayside. They experi- 
ence the discomfort of carrying a couple of 
pounds of metal strapped to their sides on a 
daily basis and soon set it aside, it is the 
wiser among you that actually understand 
and adopt the true principle behind con- 
cealed carry. 

The world is made up of three types of 
individuals with the majority being either 
predator or prey. The third group (the small- 
est of the three) is comprised of those peo- 
ple willing to stand guard between the first 
two. Once someone commits to carrying a 
concealed weapon, they are taking the role of 
a dog standing between the wolves and the 
sheep, it is this small group that will learn to 
adjust to the hardships of carrying a firearm 
and seek out the best solutions in both hand- 
guns and holsters. 

This group of “guard dogs” normally starts 
off training with the latest, greatest, mass- 
produced handguns offered by the major fac- 
tories. it is not until they gain greater skills and 
become more proficient that they go in search 


Carry Compact 

, 9mm Luger (.45 ACP and .38 Super available) 
^ I rounds (9mm) 

4-inch Fluted Stainless Barrel 
E 7.6 inches 
^5.6 inches 
[ 4.9 inches 
\ 1.3 inches 

^Wilson Battlesight Rear, Snag Free Tritium Front 
E From $3650 
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There is nothing “cool" about carrying a concealed handgun. 
Many look at it as a right, but i consider it an obligation. ff 



time period. These 
shooters will prob- 
ably also confess 
to having tried 
more than one 
handgun during 
their training. Once 
a shooter reaches 


Wilson Combat builds an accurate hand- 
gun, and then they give you a good set 
of sights so you can improve your own 
accuracy. 


of a better tool. 
Talk with anyone in 
this group and they 
will confess to 
having a box of 
holsters sitting in a 
closet. These all 
looked and felt 
good until the 
shooter tried them 
for an extended 


a certain skill level they look away from fads and 
mass-production in search of the ultimate firearm. 


WILSON COMBAT 


quality. Wilson Combat’s handguns are not cheap, 
but they are of the highest level of quality. 

WILSON’S CARRY COMPACT 

Proof of their quality can be found in their Carry 
Compact, a handgun tailored for the concealed carry 
market. Shorter in most dimensions than the stan- 
dard Model 1911, the Carry Compact is well suited for 
the role of everyday carry. The sample sent in had 
one major difference than the standard Carry 
Compact; the frame was carbon steel instead of alu- 
minum. This resulted in the sample being slightly 
heavier than the base Carry Compact model, but it 
does point out an advantage of ordering from Wilson 
Combat. Even when you order a base model there 
are dozens of options offered to the point that your 
handgun is tailored to your desires and needs. 

The Carry Compact starts off with a Wilson frame 
than is y 2 -inch smaller in the grip length and a 
matching slide that is 1-inch shorter than a full sized 
Model 1911. The back corner of the grip frame is also 
rounded to make this handgun as compact as possi- 
ble. When i mention a matching slide i am dead seri- 


This is where a company such as Wilson Combat 
comes to the forefront of firearm manufacturers. 
What began as a small gunsmith business in the 
mid-seventies has grown to what many would con- 
sider the best custom house in the business. Bill 
earned his reputation as being a master of working 
with the 1911 pistols, but now he has an entire com- 
pany filled with excellent gunsmiths. Each one 
could carry the title of “master craftsman” in their 
own right. 

Wilson Combat has also expanded their prod- 
ucts to include pistols other than the 1911, as well 
as AR-patterned rifles and combat shotguns. 
However, it is their work with the Model 1911 hand- 
guns that is the mainstay of Wilson Combat. They 
are currently producing too many variations to list 
here but each and every 1911 handgun is totally 
built in their factory using only Wilson Combat 
parts. Each handgun is hand fitted, tuned, and 
tested before heading out to the customer. 

if i sound a bit overzealous in my praise of Bill 
Wilson and his company forgive me. However, 
when you start a small company and build it up to 
the point of being a “Firearms Empire,” you deserve 
credit for your accomplishment. A business will 
only grow if you produce a product cheaply or with 



The barrel bushing is gone and so is the typical crown. The cone- 
shaped barrel is perfectly fitted to the slide and the bevel crown 


stays well protected. 
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If our history is correct, it was shortly after 
WW II when Colt first offered the 1911 in 
9mm. This cartridge is a good fit for the 
smaller Carry Compact. Recoil is greatly 
reduced over that of the .45 ACP, and modern 
improvements to bullet designs have 
improved its stopping power. 


2452 CR719 
Berryville,AR 72616 
(800) 955-4856 
www.WilsonCombat.com 


WILSON COMBAT 

&SCATTERGUN 

TECHNOLOGIES’" 


ous. The slide is fitted to the frame rails to where 
there is no wobble whatsoever, yet pulling the slide 
back will make you feel as if it is on ball bearings. 

The frame has a straight one-piece Bullet Proof 
(Wilson’s brand name) Magwell/Mainspring Housing 
that offers a substantial bevel to the magazine well 
to aid in reloading. 

The mainspring housing and front strap of the grip 
are both finished with a 30 line-per-inch checkering 
to improve the grip. Sitting above the mainspring 
housing is the Concealment Bullet Proof Beavertail 
Grip Safety. The grip safety not only prevents the 
weapons from firing before you have a firm grip on 
the handgun, but its beavertail cups the hammer 
tang to prevent it from snagging on clothing while 
being drawn. 

The sample pistol came with a Tactical Bullet 
Proof Thumb Safety mounted on the left side of the 
frame but an ambidextrous unit is available as an 
option. It is areas such as the thumb safety that the 
care and precision of this pistol really shines. Fitting 
a 1911 safety may not be that difficult, but when you 
feel the positive snap of the safety engaging, or 
being disengaged, you know care has been taken 
in its installation. You know the safety is either on 
or off and the amount of force needed to move 


the safety is tuned just right. 

The slide is sized to hold a 4-inch barrel with an 
enlarged muzzle, which allows the elimination of the 
barrel bushing while still maintaining the traditional 
swinging link design provided by Browning. The bar- 
rel muzzle has a cone shaped crown, which would be 
called a “target crown” if it was on a rifle, and an 
extended feed ramp to accommodate the 9mm 
chambering. 

There is a set of flutes milled into the body of the 
barrel as well as a second set milled into the chamber 
area. Yes, even I will admit that this fluting has the 
“cool” factor, but they lighten the barrel and give any 
dust or grime a place to gather without hindering 
operation of the short-recoil operating system. Once 
the slide and barrel lock into battery, all barrel move- 
ment is eliminated. 

The “dropped and flared” ejection port has 
become a standard improvement in the industry over 
the basic Model 1911, but the 30 lines-per-inch serra- 
tions along the top of the slide to prevent glare while 
sighting is a feature found only on the top-of-the- 
line firearms. This feature is also carried over with 40 
LPI serrations to the rear of the slide and the back of 
the rear sight. 

Your sight options when ordering a Wilson 
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Handgun maintenance is 
essential to prevent malfunctions, 
and regular cleaning and proper 
lubrication are important to 
ensuring the handgun functions 
properly. ff 


Combat handgun are bountiful and the sample 
Carry Compact came with a Snag Free Tritium 
“night sight” up front and a fixed Wilson Combat 
Battlesight rear unit. The width of the rear slot and 
the front blade provide ample space and lighting to 
allow even an aging shooter to maintain a good 
sight picture in just about any lighting conditions. 

The trigger on the Carry Combat is a medium 
length unit with about 1/8 inch free travel take-up. 
At that point there is no movement until a 3 V 2 
pound pull is provided to release the trigger with a 
crisp break. 

The interesting aspect of the Carry Compact is the 
amount of time it takes looking at this handgun until 
you identify the subtle details of its construction. 

The magazine release is slightly longer than stan- 
dard, which allows for a positive release, and as you 
would expect, all of the magazines fell free once 
released. The bottom of the slide, as well as the 
front of the slide and frame dust cover, is beveled 
and there are no sharp points at all on the handgun. 
The slide stop stud is even countersunk in the frame 
to prevent it from interfering with the shooter. 

RANGE SESSIONS 

Now is the time where i make a confession. As 
soon as this firearm arrived, i grabbed some old 


reloaded ammunition ran down to my range to play, 
i was rudely awakened with a failure to feed after 
the first shot. Needless to say this was not expect- 
ed. i was somewhat humbled once i measured the 
reloads to find that they were slightly over the stan- 
dard length of a 9mm. However, this did lead me to 
investigate Wilson Combat’s website a little more in 
depth. They have totally embraced the concept of 
modern communication with their website, 
Facebook, and YouTube. 

it was on their site that i came across the break- 
in procedure for handguns, it was suggested that 
the first thing you need to do was to fully load the 
magazines and allow them to sit for a day or so. 
Once i followed their instructions, as well as 
upgrading my ammunition selection, any and all 
problems disappeared. During my next trip to the 


PERFORMANCE 

LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY 


■Winchester 147 grain FMJ 


Hornadyll'inriiiiil 1.75 inches 


Sig Sauer 124 grain Elite 1,103 inches 

Notes: Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity is average of 10 shots in 
fps measured 10 feet from muzzle, and accuracy in inches for the best 
five-shot group at 25 yards. 
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range I was accompanied by a selection of 115 grain 
Hornady Critical Defense, Sig Sauer 124 grain JHP, 
and Winchester 147 grain FMJ ammunition. The 
handgun’s performance was flawless even though it 
was obvious I could use the practice. It was during 
this session that I really started to appreciate the 
design of the Wilson sights. It will not be long before 
my own Colt Commander will be wearing a new set 
of Wilson’s sights. 

Wilson Combat has a stated guarantee of 1 72- 
inch groups at 25 yards but I was only able to obtain 
this standard with the Sig Sauer hollow points. Even 
then I only matched this standard with one group 
and most others ran closer to 1 or 2 inches. There 
was very little velocity lost with the shortened barrel 
and even the 147 grain Winchester load reached an 
average of 975 feet per second. The Hornady 115 
grain load was the lightest and the fastest tested 
with an average speed of 1,117 feet per second. The 


THE BOTTOM LINE 

After two serious range 
sessions, and one play day 
with a couple of other 
shooters, I had no doubt 
this pistol was a major step 
above the average hand- 
gun. It is smaller than the 
average Model 1911 and 
much easier to carry for an 
extended time, which 

means you are more likely to maintain the habit of 
carrying concealed. At the same time, the Carry 
Compact sets the standard for a carry pistol and it is 
up to you to achieve the skill set needed to really 
appreciate its quality. You also have another deci- 
sion to make. The Carry Compact is available in .45 
ACP, .38 Super and 9mm Luger. The improvement 
over the past few years in 9mm ammunition will 
make this a hard decision and I would feel comfort- 
able with all three cartridges. 

There is nothing “cool” about carrying a concealed 
handgun. Many look at it as a right, but I consider it an 
obligation. Hopefully you will never be in a life or death 
situation and the day will come when you can pass the 
obligation of protecting your flock to the younger 
members of the clan. When that day comes you can 
relax with the knowledge that a Wilson Combat pistol 
is built to outlast several generations. ^ 


Sig Sauer split the differ- 
ence between the other 
two loads and averaged 
1,103 feet per second. The 
quality of this handgun and 
the performance I obtained 
just prove to me that in this 
case it was the shooter that 
could not maintain the 1 72- 
inch guarantee. 

During rapid fire drills this 
handgun excelled. It had the 
same feel as my 
Commander, but the recoil of 
the 9mm was much less 
than that of the .45 ACP. As I 
noted before, the sights on 
this pistol were outstanding. 
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HANDCRAFTED IN THE USA 



COMBINING HIGH QUALITY AND DURABILITY 
SINGLE AND DUAL LAYER LEATHER GUN BELTS 
Custom • Stable • Comfortable 



FEATURES 

• High Quality Leather for Greater Support and Durability 

• Removable Stainless Steel or Brass Buckle 

• Attractive Nylon Accent Stitching 

• Seven Holes for Greater Adjustability 

UPGRADE YOUR GUN BELT TODAY 

1-888-854-5605 • www.AMERIHIDE.com 

(Amerihide is a TM of Disse Outdoor Gear, LLC) 



a more specialized shooting accessory. ff 


SHOOTER’S 

LUGGAGE 

5 Hot Range Bags for Handgunners 

BY STEVE SIEBERTS 


I n the world of pistol shooting, the lowly 
range bag is the Rodney Dangerfield of 
necessary shooting equipment, 
it takes a backseat to the gun, ammo, eye 
protection and hearing protection, but it 
shouldn’t, if it can carry everything we need, it 
seems like that’s good enough. 

i once was as guilty as anyone else. When i 
first started shooting iPSC at the old 
Southwest Pistol League in Southern 
California, i carried everything in a couple of 
Gi ammo cans, but i was 19 and didn’t know 


any better. Later, i used a Gi ALiCE pack, 
which is a rucksack, and then athletic sports 
bags. Eventually, i started using range bags 
specifically designed for shooting, and you’re 
about to see why. 

These days, the range bag has evolved into 
a more specialized shooting accessory, in the 
following story, we have selected five options, 
all of which have unique features specific to 
the bag. To be sure, this roundup is a sample 
of the current crop of bags available, but it is 
by no means all-encompassing. 
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BLACKHAWK! 

SPORTSTER DELUXE 

The first bag we’ll look at is the BLACKHAWK! Sportster Deluxe 
range bag. This bag is constructed of heavy duty black 600 denier 
polyester, and like everything else that comes from Blackhawkl, is 
very high quality and may last forever. 

One nice feature is the PVC panel at the bottom. When i start 
putting in multiple guns, loaded magazines, ammo and more, hav- 
ing a reinforced panel at the bottom of the bag is very reassuring. 
The bag has the largest heavy-duty zippers of all of the bags 
reviewed, and has the familiar strap to pull the two top zippers that 
open the top flap of the bag. 

The outside of the bag has two large pockets and multiple rows 
of S.T.R.i.K.E© webbing for attaching pouches and other acces- 
sories. The bag’s interior has two large zippered pouches for tools, 
magazines and other necessities. 

You carry the bag with a sturdy carrying strap and two handles 
that can be bound together with the Velcro flap. 


[ 


THE DIMENSIONS 

ISLxllWxlOD inches 


The Blackhawkl bag has a 
solid bottom and multiple 
compartments. 


it Each bag may 
have some features 
that appeal to you 
more than others, 
depending on how 
you work with your 
equipment ff 


The Blackhawkl Sportster Deluxe range bag is a 
high quality bag that will last for a very long time. 
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BROWNELLS 

SIGNATURE SERIES SHOOTING BAG 


THE DIMENSIONS 

15Lxl3Wx9D inches 


The second bag on our list is the Brownells 
Signature Series Shooting Bag. This premium range 
bag is available in Hunter Green and Dark Brown, it’s 
constructed from 1000 denier, Cordura nylon and 
comes with bellows pockets, shotshell holders, and 
adjustable dividers. 

What sets this bag apart is the suede leather on 
the top, pull strap and front handle, and the brass 
furniture construction. This is definitely the nicest- 
looking bag and the brass and leather really make it 


stand out from the other basic black bags. 

it has a padded carrying strap, which makes it 
comfortable to carry when weighted down with 
guns and ammo, it has numerous outside pouches, 
and one has a convenient elastic opening with a 
drain hole for sand or water to escape. 

Don’t let the suede and brass fool you, the 
Brownells bag is not all show-and-no-go, it has 
all of the features you need and is a quality piece 
of equipment. 



Shotgun shell loops and extra compartments 
make the Brownells bag very convenient. 
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SAFARILAND 

SHOOTER’S RANGE BAG 


The third bag for review is the Safariland Shooter’s 
Range Bag. This bag has a removable interior bag that 
has padded and zippered panels for carrying up to four 
handguns and extra magazines. The interior bag also 
has zippered openings on both sides, removable and 
adjustable interior panels, and a carrying handle. 

Made from heavy duty nylon, the bag has a rein- 
forced pull handle for the dual-zippered top flap, it also 
has large outside pockets for carrying gear and a con- 
venient plastic iD window. One feature i especially like is 
that the zipper handles are knotted parachute cord, or 
some type of heavy fabric. There’s no way they’ll ever 
break off. The bag has dual handles that Velcro togeth- 
er, but it’s lacking a carrying strap. 


BAG SPECS 


BLACKHAWK! SPORTSTER DELUXE 
RANGE BAG 


1 MSRP: $61.45 
www.Blackhawk.com | 


BROWNELLS SIGNATURE SERIES 
SHOOTING BAG 


MSRP: $129.99 
www.Brownells.com 


SAFARILAND SHOOTER’S RANGE BAG 



1 MSRP: $78.00 

www.Safariland.com 


MIDWAY COMPETITION RANGE BAG 


1 MSRP: From $59.99 _ 
www.MidwayUSA.com 


DILLON PRECISION DILLON BLACK 
RANGE BAG 


MSRP: $89.95 
www.DillonPrecision.com 




f THE DIMENSIONS 

1 / 4 /. xQWxlOD inches 


The Safariland range bag. 


The top view of the Safariland range bag shows 
the configurable compartments. This is almost a 
necessity for today’s modern shooter who may 
shoot more than one discipline. 
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The Midway bag has a brass 
pouch that sifts the dirt out, an 
inner bag, and a zippered pouch. 


The Midway bag has is a basic black nylon bag, but with extra features inside. 


The bottom of the Midway 
bag has hardened plastic feet 
to keep the bottom of the bag 
from being scuffed. 





MIDWAY 

COMPETITION RANGE BAG 


The fourth bag in this review is the Miciway 
Competition Range Bag. This is a bag that i Ve useci for 
about a year, it’s macie from PVC coateci polyester, anci 
has two removable pacicieci pistol rugs, anci a remov- 
able stage bag/ammunition carrier with hanciles. 

One aspect i like is the separate spent shell bag with 
vent holes to let out the (dirt. Picking up brass anci put- 
ting it in the bag, usually catches all the range (dirt, rocks 
anci twigs, but this bag lets it all escape out the bottom. 

Another nice feature is the outer pocket (drink holcier 
with a (drain hole, i was on the range tociay at our 
monthly Steel Showciown match anci the range tem- 
perature was 102°F! i usually keep a colci bottle of 
water in the bag to keep hycirateci on (days like this anci 
the pocket is hanciy. 

The bag has a shoulcier carry strap, anci plastic feet 
uncJerneath the bag for support. A total of 9 pockets 
and configurable internal pacJcieci compartments 
make this bag very versatile. 

r THE DIMENSIONS 1 

ULxlBWxlOD inches 


DON’T LEAVE HOME 
WITHOUT THESE 


No discussion about range bags would be com- 
plete without mentioning a few things that 
should be in every range bag. 
n Eye protection 
^Hearing protection 
i would argue that shooters should use ear 
plugs as well as ear muffs when competing. 
The reason is that the more the noise is muf- 
fled, the better the shooter can concentrate. 
Double hearing protection helps with this. 

trauma kit with a surgical kit, and a tourni- 
quet, a squib rod and small hammer are other 
I essential items 
L^Shot timer 
P^Spare parts for the gun 
I 0A 3/16ths punch, as this is a universal repair 
tool 

^Batteries for hearing protection and/or a 
shot timer 

Qfeug spray, sunscreen 
I QOranola or energy bars 
tpy silver Sharpie, which is useful for marking 
on the bottom of black magazines (or black 
magazine bumper pads, when the magazine 
starts to malfunction) 

(Hand-Aids, a Leatherman, staple gun with 
spare staples, target pasters, a Smith and 
Wesson sight screwdriver for adjusting any 
adjustable sight, pocket knife 
Eotis kit 

This is a good start for a handgunner. Rifle and 
shotgunners may have more specific tools 
and/or equipment. 
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DILLON PRECISION 

DILLON BLACK RANGE BAG 



The last bag on the list is by no means the 
least. Known for producing some of the finest 
reloading equipment in the world and pioneer- 
ing the progressive reloading machine, Dillon 
Precision is also known for making high quali- 
ty products. This quality is reflected in their 
range bag. 

The Dillon bag is a little different from other 
bags in this review in that the top flap doesn’t open with a 
strap attached to a flap and two zippers. Rather, it’s opened 
similar to a drink cooler, where the two zippers go around 
the lid, and the lid then opens up. The top lid is a large and 
solid surface and has two zippered compartments. 

The bag has four solid plastic feet on the bottom of the 
bag. it has configurable internal dividers, and a padded 
bottom, plus two round front pockets, each 3 inches in 
diameter for water or soda bottles. 


[ 


THE DIMENSIONS 

12.5Lx7WxlOD inches 


The Dillon bag has a multitude of internal and external pockets. 


5 GOOD CHOICES 

All in all, range bags today are 
outstanding. They carry all of your 
equipment and really understand 
your needs, whether you’re a pro- 
fessional 3-gun competitor or a 
weekend plinker. 

Each bag may have some fea- 
tures that appeal to you more than 
others, depending on how you 
work with your equipment. But no 
matter what, these bags will get 
the job done. ^ 





Now 


at your fingertips... 


GUN WORLD 

k ^ 

Gun World 

Gun World is now available on Apple 
Newsstand, Google Play and Kindle. 


Gun World is a full- spectrum firearms magazine intended 
to cater to a broad range of enthusiasts. We bring you the 
latest product reviews and information in the industry. 


Download the FREE APP and get a 1-year 
subscription (12 issues) for only 
$14.99 and save 75% off newsstands! 

You can also purchase single issues for only $3.99. 


For questions on downloading this app contact 800-764-6278 
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BARGAIN HANDGUNS 


10 Best Pistols for 
Less Than $500 




T he increase in states issuing CCW permits over the last 
15 years has caused gun manufacturers to scramble to 
produce lightweight, compact, handguns that are also 
affordable. 

And they’ve done it. 

Today, there are a number of reliable guns that are priced 
below $500, but just because you don’t have a lot to spend 
on your sidearm doesn’t mean you’ll have to sacrifice quality 
features like Jenifer slides, ambidextrous controls, high-quali- 
ty sights, sleek designs and a whole host of innovative safety 
features. 

New technology and high-tech machining processes make 
today’s handguns better than ever, but the trick for manufac- 
turers has been to provide firearms with all those features at a 
price point that is acceptable for working-class shooters, and 
with the price of ammunition hitting all-time highs, every 
shooter could use a little extra cash in his pocket. 

Here’s a list of guns that come with lots of great features, 
are built to withstand years of carry, and are priced affordably. 


I Taurus Millennium G2 

Taurus is one of the leaders when it comes to pro- 
ducing value-priced handguns, and the Millennium G2 
is one of the most affordable 9mm striker fire carry 
guns on the market. 

The polymer frame keeps weight to a minimum, and 
the “melted” edges on the metal slide are designed to 
help keep the gun from printing and they add comfort 
when carrying. The grip contour and texture is excellent, 
and the adjustable three-dot sights are very basic but 
functional. There are a whole host of safety features 
on the G2, including a loaded chamber indicator, 
manual and trigger safeties, and the Taurus 
Security System that allows the owner to ren- 
der the gun inoperable with the turn of a key. 
Considering the G2’s impressive capacity 
for a carry gun (12+1), it’s surprisingly light, 
weighing just 22 ounces unloaded. 

MSRP $301.52 
Web www.TaurusUSA.com 
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2 Smith & Wesson J-Frame 

The J-Frame has served as a backup gun for police officers for decades, and when states 
began issuing CCW permits during the early 2000s, the J-Frame was a natural choice for 
concealed carry because it was lightweight, compact and concealable. 

Today, the gun is as good as it ever was, thanks in large part to precise machining and 
high-tech metallurgy, and it remains an affordable choice. Considering that there are so 
many options available (there are dozens of J-Frame variants, many of which are priced 
under $500), there’s bound to be a model that works for you. 

The Model 642 Airweight has a 1.875-inch barrel, an overall length of just 6.3 inches and 
weighs just 15 ounces, so it’s easy to conceal and comfortable to carry. 

MSRP $469 

Web www.Smith-Wesson.com 
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3 Walther CCP 

Lightweight semi-autos are all the rage, but the laws of physics 
dictate that when a gun weighs less, it recoils more. The engineers at 
Walther wanted to design a compact semi-auto pistol that was light- 
weight yet was comfortable to shoot, even with hot defense loads. 

The gun also had to stand up to Walther’s demanding 10,000- 
round torture test and 20-foot drop tests, it took the brand until 2014 
to build their version of the perfect carry gun, but the CCP’s immedi- 
ate success has made it well worth the wait. 

The CCP utilizes a fixed-barrel gas blowback design that softens 
recoil, reduces muzzle rise and doesn’t require a heavy spring (the gas 
system slows rearward impact), so it’s very easy to manipulate the 
slide, it comes with manual and trigger safeties, good sights and the 
most comfortable grip in this class. 

MSRP $469 

Web www.WaltherArmsxom 
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45CCYCPX-1 

In the late 1990s, SCCY founder Joe 
Roebuck, an engineer by trade, decided to try 
his hand at building a compact carry pistol 
that was lightweight and reliable, and he 
wanted to keep the price low enough that the 
average shooter could afford the gun. It turned 
out to be quite a challenge, but after years of 
hard work, the SCCY CPX-1 and CPX-2 arrived. 

And, slowly, the company is stealing some 
of the limelight from larger brands because 
Roebuck designed a very good pistol. The 
SCCY facility near Daytona Beach, Florida 
houses new CNC machines that produce the 
barrel, slide, receiver and all other major parts 
in-house. 


The CPX-1 features a manual safety and the 
CPX-2 does not, but in all other respects the 
guns are similar. Unloaded weight is 15 ounces, 
and the double-stack magazine holds 10 
rounds of 9mm ammo. The RE-COIL cushion 
at the rear of the grip helps mitigate the sharp 
recoil and allows the shooter to get back on 
target more quickly, and the heavy (9 pound) 
trigger pull on this double action-only hammer 
fired pistol is surprisingly smooth. Starting at 
$334 this is quite a lot of gun for the money. 


MSRP $334 

Web www.SCCY.com 
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The DB F5 9 was Diamondback’s first 
attempt to build a full-sized, striker-fired 
semi-auto. 

it features a higher capacity (15+1) than 
most other guns on the list and has a 4.75- 
inch barrel and stainless slide. There’s a large 
Picatinny rail that will accommodate all your 
lights and lasers, and its oversized grip with 
reptilian skin texturing is very comfortable 
and provides plenty of real estate for even the 
largest hands. 

in terms of safety features, the DB F5 9 
gets a trigger and firing block safety, and the 
5.5-pound trigger has a short reset for rapid 
follow-ups. The sights are surprisingly good, 
with a dovetailed rear and machine front. 
Large front and rear serrations make it easy to 
rack the slide, and given the DB F5 9’s big-gun 
dimensions it weighs just 21 ounces unloaded. 


a .. just because you 
don’t have a lot to 
spend on yoursidearm 
doesn’t mean you’ll 
have to sacrifice quality 
features... ff 


5 Diamondback DB FS 9 


MSRP $483.34 

Web www.DiamondbackFirearms.com 
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6 Smith & Wesson M&P Shield 

The Shield is a much newer member of the S&W family than the aforementioned J- 
Frame, but based on the response from the shooting public, it seems the Shield will also 
become a concealed carry standard like its wheelgun brandmate. 

The Shield is available in either 9mm or .40 S&W, and there’s an optional manual 
safety. The slide and barrel are made from hardened stainless steel and the lightweight 
polymer frame is comfortable. The dovetailed sights are among the very best in the 
class, and their low-profile design prevents them from hanging up when the gun is 
drawn. With a frame width of less than an inch, a weight of less than 20 ounces 
(unloaded) and an overall length of just over 6 inches, it’s an easy gun to conceal, but it’s 
robust, reliable and surprisingly accurate given its diminutive size. 

MSRP $449 

Web www.Smith-Wessonxom 
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7 Ruger LC9S/LC380 

These two striker fire semi-autos are only slightly larger 
than the barely-there LCP, yet their larger size helps miti- 
gate recoil and they boast higher capacities and more grip 
space for big hands. 

Both guns have alloy steel slides and polymer frames, 
and they have been designed without sharp edges that 
tend to hang-up on clothing when the gun is being drawn. 
The glass-filled nylon grips are sleek and very comfortable, 
and they help manage the recoil from heavy defensive 
loads during long shooting sessions at the range. 

The dovetail front and rear sights are adjustable and 
these guns come with integrated trigger and manual 
safeties, an internal striker block and a magazine discon- 
nect. These guns are compact (both models are 6 inches 
long, weigh 17 ounces and are just .90 inches wide) yet they 
have the feel of a full-sized gun on the range. 


MSRP $449 

Web www.Ruger.com 
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8 Taurus Concealed Carry Revolvers 


Taurus offers a host of revolvers for concealed carry, including the 605, 650, 617, 
850 and others, and they are all great choices for anyone looking for a compact 
wheelgun for personal defense. 

These guns are available in .38 Special +P or .357 Magnum, and there a wide vari- 
ety of different options, including exposed and internal hammers, blued or stainless 
finish and even a polymer-frame .357 Magnum revolver that weighs just under 20 
ounces. The 850B2UL is a great choice for most concealed carry applications; its 
sleek design lacks an exposed hammer, it features soft, comfortable rubber grips 
with stipple texturing, and a 5-shot, .38 Special +P capacity. 

The 850B2UL has very basic sights with a gutter rear and post front, pretty much 
standard on compact carry revolvers, and these guns are a reliable, easy-to-use 
option for carry or police backup. 


MSRP $431.82 (forthe850B2UL) 

Web www.TaurusUSA.com 
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9CZP-07/P-09 

First of all, an admission — the P-07 has an MSRP of $510, the P-09 $530. That puts 
them slightly out of range, but street prices will be below the $500 mark and you should- 
n’t overlook guns this good because of 10 bucks. 

The P-07 and the P-09 are the two members of CZ’s Omega polymer family, with the 
07 being the compact version while the 09 is a full-sized gun. Functionally, the two guns 
are the same, both of them 5A/DA hammer-fired semi-autos that are chambered in either 
9mm or .40 S&W. 

One of the coolest features on these guns is their interchangeable decocker/manual 
safety design, which allows you to select whether the system functions as a decocker or a 
safety, it’s also ambidextrous, so this gun works equally well for right- and left-handed 
shooters. This gun’s slide rides inside the frame rails, a design that CZ pioneered, and this 
allows for a low bore axis and less muzzle rise. 

The Omega trigger is among the very best you will find on any semi-auto, both in single 
action and double-action mode. The P-07 is slightly smaller than the P-09, and the for- 
mer is a better choice for concealed carry, but both of these guns are too good to ignore. 

MSRP $510 (P-07) and $530 (P-09) 

Web www.CZ-USA.com 


CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS FALL 2015 33 



10 WaltherPPX 

Walther gets another place on the list with the PPX. 

Unlike the sleek, compact CCP, the PPX is truly a full-sized semi-auto, 
and it’s pushing the upper limit of concealed carry, but it’s a fine handgun 
that is loaded with a long list of features that includes a hammer-fired 
action and smooth trigger, low-profile combat sights, an ambidextrous 
magazine release button, Picatinny rail, Jenifer slide, easy-to-use takedown 
lever and that fantastic Walther grip. The grip angle may leave you scratch- 
ing your head initially, but shoot this gun just once, and you’ll be nodding 
with approval. 

The gun handles recoil well and allows for fast follow-ups, and with a 16- 
round capacity in 9mm (14 in .40 S&W) you’ve got a lot of opportunities for 
follow-ups. Everything about this gun is robust and durable, and it was engi- 
neered and built to survive that rigorous 10,000-round torture test. 

MSRP $449 

Web www.WaltherArmsxom 
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DNA FOR 

GREATNESS 

Walther's CCP 9mm Hits the Mark With a Number of Features, 
including Reliability, Accuracy and Fast Follow-Up Shots 

BY BRAD FITZPATRICK 
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T he growing tide of concealed carry permit 
holders has prompted handgun companies 
to offer new lines of compact revolver or 
semi-autos aimed directly at the CCW crowd. 

Ruger had plenty of experience designing 
handguns and, as the CCW craze started, used that 
accumulated knowledge to create smaller and more 
concealable handguns like the highly popular LCP 
semi-auto and LCR revolver. Smith &. Wesson 
already offered their J-Frame wheelguns, but the 
addition of smaller models like the Bodyguard 
bolstered the already-popular brand’s appeal with 
a new generation of shooters, many of whom had 
never owned a gun before. 

A few companies like SCCY emerged on the 
firearms scene at the height of the compact handgun 


buying craze, and their CPX semi-autos won over new 
shooters with their robust design and budget prices. 

interested buyers were busy debating which con- 
cealed carry gun was best in gun shops and online 
forums across the nation. And with the number of new 
shooters looking for the perfect carry gun, no company 
wanted to be left behind, including Walther Arms. 


ACCURACY: WALTHER CCP 9MM 


Load 


Grains 


ail 


Average Smallest Muzzle Velocity 
Group Group (fps,12feet 
(inches) (inches) from muzzle) 


IBH IliH 


Hornady Critical Duty 135 1.25 1.16 928 


Winchester W JHP 147 1.36 1.29 902 

Train & Defend 
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FOR MORE INFO 


www.Nosler.com 
107 SW Columbia St 
Bend, Oregon, USA 97702 
(800) 285-3701 



The CCP was designed specifically for concealed carry, and it has a number of carry-friendly features like rounded slide edges, a comfortable grip, 
and minimized controls that won’t hang on your clothing. 


HOSIER’S NEW DEFENSE AMMUNITION 


Nosier may be best known for their big-game bullets, 
but the company is now offering their own brand of self- 
defense ammunition that is loaded with the best compo- 
nents. 

Available in 9mm+P, .40 S&W and .45 ACP +P, the 
Defense line of ammunition is loaded with either a jack- 
eted hollow-point bullet or the company’s new tipped 
hollow point, which has a polymer tip inserted into the 
open nose cavity of the bullet for a more aerodynamic 
profile and greater penetration. 

Both the standard and tipped bullets are bonded for 
maximum reliability. Having the jacket bonded to the 
core of the bullet eliminates the chances of bullet sepa- 
ration and insures that the bullet will maintain maxi- 
mum weight, a critical consideration when selecting a 
defensive load. The team at Nosier obviously knows a 
thing or two about reloading, and this experience has 
allowed their engineers to develop the right 
brass/primer/propellant/projectile combinations for 
maximum speed, accuracy, penetration and energy 
transfer. 

In addition, each round is visually inspected to insure 
that it is up to Hosier’s strict standards. If you’re a 
reloader, you’ll appreciate the high-quality brass that’s 
left over after shooting a box of Nosier Defense. 


WALTHER’S ROLE 

Based in Ulm, Germany, Walther Arms, had a com- 
pact carry gun with a production record that long 
preceded the CCW movement of the early 2000s. 
Known as the PPK, it was carried by notable fictitious 
characters (James Bond, primarily) and real-life 
celebrities like Elvis Presley, and had 
considerable cache and mass appeal. 

The PPK was not without its problems, though, the 
primary one being that the gun was designed in the 
1930s and, as such, relied on machining techniques 
that made it rather expensive for new shooters. 

In 2009, Walther, which had partnered with Smith 
&. Wesson, released the PK380, a modernized com- 
pact .380 semi-auto with a polymer frame and 
exposed hammer. It was well received by the U.5. 
market, but many American shooters favored more 
compact striker-fire designs and some shooters felt 
the .380 wasn’t sufficient for defensive purposes. 
When the Ulm-based company turned out the full- 
size PPX in 2013, it seems that Walther had offered 
up all the concealed carry guns that the brand would 
offer. That didn’t turn out to be the case. 

SECRETS REVEALED 

In August, 2013, 1 was part of a group of gun writ- 
ers that was invited to Ulm to view a secret project 
that Walther had been working on for some time. 
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The CCP’s manual safety will, at least in general design, seem familiar to 
anyone who has carried a 1911. The lever moves up for SAFE, and when the 
gun is drawn it can be dropped to the FiRE position effortlessly. 


That secret project, it turned out, 
was a brand new, thoroughly mod- 
ern concealed carry pistol known 
as the CCP. 

It was a totally new design for 
Walther — a 9mm fixed-barrel 
gas-operated pistol. Upon firing, 
gases escape from a vent just in 
front of the chamber. As the gas 
escapes, rearward movement of 
the slide is slowed almost imper- 
ceptibly, which serves to reduce 
the impact of felt recoil and 
allows the shooter to get back on 
target more quickly. 

Additionally, there’s a piston 
located underneath the barrel that 
also works to slow that rearward 
motion and to keep the gun plant- 
ed nose-down for the fastest fol- 
low-up shots of any handgun in 
the category. Walther calls this 
unique design the SOFTCOIL sys- 
tem, and it’s aptly named. Aided 
by an excellent trigger with a short 
reset, the CCP allows you to deliv- 
er the kind of clap-clap double 
taps that make firearms instruc- 


tors smile. From a more practical 
standpoint, the CCP delivers full- 
power 9mm loads with .380-level 
recoil. That is a very good thing for 
new shooters who are oftentimes 
adverse to recoil. But regardless of 
your skillset, the ability to deliver 
very fast follow-ups is a boon for 
anyone who’s carrying a con- 
cealed handgun. 

The CCP’s gas-operated design 
and additional piston serve to 
slow the rearward motion of the 
gun’s steel slide, and that helps 
improve longevity. Gun companies 
know that the fast, hard, strike of a 
slide moving during the shot can 
shorten the usable life of a 
firearm. To remedy this, many 
companies resist the slide’s rear- 
ward movement by installing a 
heavy spring that reduces the 
effects of the slide slamming 
backward. While these heavy 
springs help extend the life of the 
firearm, they do very little to make 
the shooting experience more 
pleasant because they require 





DAN WESSON FIREARMS 


www.danwessonfirearms.com 


Bridging the gap 
from production to 
custom since 1968. 


RZ-45 Heritage 
MSRP $1298 


With zero MIM, fully 
machined parts, hand*fit 
components and excep- 
tional quality standards, 
Dan Wesson 1911s are 
custom grade without 
the custom price tag. 


CCO 
MSRP $1558 
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The CCP has drift-adjustable rear sights that are dovetailed into the slide and interchangeable front sights. These front blades are the same 
used in other Walther guns, including the popular P99. 


strong handls and a lot of force to cycle the action. 

If you have much experience with semi-autos 
you’ve run into at least a few that have ultra-heavy 
springs, the guns that you cycle with great effort and 
no shortage of twisted facial expressions and then 
take a quick glance around the gun shop to insure 
that no one witnessed your mighty struggle. The 
CCP’s gas system and piston allow you to manipu- 
late the slide with ease, usually with two fingers and 
a noticeable absence of facial contortions. 

Producing a gun with Waltheresque reliability rat- 
ings that was so easy to manipulate was a tough 
project. Walther demands that all models pass a 
strict 10,000-round torture test and elevated drop 
testing, but the CCP passed. That translates into a 
user-friendly gun with the tough-as-nails reputation 
that serious shooters and MI6 agents demand. But 
designing a semi-auto with a one-of-a-kind operat- 
ing system like the CCP took time, and Walther didn’t 
want to rush to market. 

Their goal was to produce the very best concealed 
carry pistol they could, and beating other companies 


to the punch meant cutting corners. Walther was 
unwilling to do that, and they took the time they 
needed to build a handgun worthy of the brand’s 
name. That gun was the CCP. 

BLUEPRINT FOR SUCCESS 

On paper, the blueprint of the action and the 
overall design schematic seemed to contain the 
DNA for a great concealed carry pistol. But Walther 
had to make the CCP fit well in the hand and easy 
to conceal. These two qualities aren’t mutually 
exclusive, but most gun company engineers that 
have tried to balance these qualities into one gun 
can tell you what a struggle it can be. Too big and 
you have a gun that’s blocky and doesn’t fit well in a 
concealed carry holster. Guns that are too small will 
leave shooters with big hands hanging their pinky 
fingers in mid-air, and they’re not as accurate as 
their larger counterparts. 

Walther rides the functional-but-compact 
line very well; the CCP is just 6.41 inches long with 
its 3.54-inch barrel, and unloaded it weighs 
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Aided by an excellent trigger 
with a short reset, the CCP 
allows you to deliver the kind of 
clap-clap double taps that nnake 


firearms instructors smile. 



I 
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This is an easy gun to grip properly, hold comfortably, 
and shoot quickly and accurately It deserves high scores 
and leaves very little to complain about 99 



The Walther CCP’s controls are easy to find and use, but they are small enough not to be intrusive when drawing the gun from a holster. There’s 
a slide stop and a manual safety, and the ambidextrous magazine release button is located just behind the trigger guard. 
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just 22.4 ounces. It’s 1.18 inches wide, and even 
though there are competitors that measure less 
than an inch from right to left, that additional 
.18 inches makes a world of difference with regard 
to comfort. 

The rear of the grip is rounded at the bottom and 
curves forward just below the slide to promote a 
high-handed grip (which in turn, aids in delivering 
fast follow-ups because having your hand in the 
proper position further mitigates recoil). The grip is 
rounded and comfortable with cross-directional 
texturing that is secure in the hand, but not so 
aggressive as to be irritating. There are minimal 
controls to get in the way of firing — on the left side 
of the gun you’ll find a slide lock, a manual safety, 
and an ambidextrous magazine release, and all of 
these controls are minimized and mated to the con- 
tours of the gun. That means no hangups when you 
draw, and intuitive control placement makes this an 
easy gun to shoot quickly. 

In addition, the edges of the CNC-machined 
steel slide are rounded for a smooth, easy, snag- 
free draw. The sole option when purchasing the 
CCP is whether you prefer the Cerakote black slide 
or the stainless look. Both guns come with a single- 
stack 8-round magazine. 

Many companies don’t spend a lot of time 
adding accuracy-enhancing features to their com- 
pact concealable semi-autos. After all, these guns 
are made for stopping an immediate threat at close 
range, not scoring well in a 3-gun match. 
Nevertheless, Walther wanted to make the CCP an 
accurate gun that you could shoot quickly. The 5.5- 
pound trigger is smooth, and trigger travel is very 
short at .27 inches. The CCP’s barrel is affixed to the 
frame and this provides a stable platform that 
enhances accuracy. The sights, too, are some of the 
very best in this category — a drift-adjustable rear 
that is dovetailed to the slide mated to a front blade 
that is removable and replaceable (three front 
sights provided). 

It’s nice that a gun of this size and with an obvi- 
ous slant toward concealment has an adjustable 
rear sight, and the trio of interchangeable fronts is a 
real bonus. The three-dot design is easy to use, and 
the accessory rail leaves enough space for a light, 
laser or other items that you may need on your 
defensive firearm. 

As previously stated, the dimensions of this gun 
are very good. It’s compact, yes, but it’s easy to 
shoot comfortably (thanks in large part to one of 
the greatest grips in all of gundom) and the mild 
recoil allows you to shoot quickly and accurately. 

But how does the gun perform on the range? Quite 
well, in fact. 


ON THE RANGE 

At the range, I 
tested the CCP 
with three differ- 
ent brands of 
ammunition — 

Hosier’s new 
Defense loads, 

Hornady’s Critical 
Duty 135 grain 
loads, and 
Winchester’s W 
Train &. Defend 
ammunition (the 147 Defend load). 

The gas system did just fine with all three 
loads, chambering, firing, extracting and ejecting 
with authority and ease. There were no hangups or 
jams throughout the testing process. The gun per- 
formed well every time and did so with less felt 
recoil than you’d expect from a 9mm of this size. 
Double taps are easy, the gun points naturally, and 
the controls are intuitive. 

At 15 yards the Nosier Defense produced groups 
that averaged 1.18 inches wide. The Hornady ammu- 
nition averaged just over 1.25 inches, and the 
Winchester loads produced 1.36 inch average 
groups. That’s very good accuracy for a short-bar- 
reled handgun, but this is a defensive pistol and the 
odds aren’t very good that you’ll be firing at 15 yards 
or from a fixed rest. Accuracy was excellent, but 
handling is even better. This is an easy gun to grip 
properly, hold comfortably, and shoot quickly and 
accurately. It deserves high scores and leaves very 
little to complain about. It’s a carry gun that doesn’t 
cut corners. 

BOND APPROVED 

Taking the time to develop the CCP exactly as 
they wanted it has allowed Walther to learn from 
the mistakes of other companies and to build a 
handgun that met their own standards without the 
push to get it out the door ahead of a competing 
model. 

Additionally, this has given Walther time to get 
plenty of guns in the hands of U.S. dealers, which 
means a better chance of getting the guns in the 
hands of consumers very quickly. That’s good, 
because you’ll want this gun, especially considering 
that it carries an MSRP of just $449. 

Maybe Walther isn’t really late to the concealed 
carry 9mm game. Perhaps, instead, they were wait- 
ing for our palettes to get a bit more defined, for 
consumers to try out the other guns before settling 
on the high-class German import. I think Ian 
Fleming would have approved. ^ 


7 STRONG POINTS 


U Functional but compact 
Qpast follow-ups 

0 Minimal controls to get in the 
way of firing 

£ An easy gun to shoot quickly 
E Easy, snag-free draw 
E Smooth trigger 

^Stable platform that enhances 
accuracy 
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A TALE OF 


TWO HOLSTERS 


A Reliable Two-Holster Combo from Safarlland 
That Is Suited for Concealing the 1911 

BY STEVE SIEBERTS 


I t’s a close call. 

One of the best aspects about building or 
acquiring a new handgun, especially a new cus- 
tom handgun, is, of course, shooting it. But what’s a 
close second? Figuring out what type of holster to 
use with it. 

Some handguns will dictate the type of holster you 
are steered toward, depending on the type of 
gun you are getting. For example, if i’m getting a 
new J-frame revolver or a pocket auto, i’m probably 
putting it in an ankle holster or some other type of 


deep concealment holster, if i normally carry in the 
summertime, i would probably get some type of 
inside the waistband (iWB) holster because i’m most 
likely only wearing a light t-shirt outside, or at least 
some type of slim and unobtrusive OWB belt holster. 

For this review, i went with two holsters, since 
this pistol will be performing dual roles. Two hol- 
sters makes it nice since i can tailor the holster for 
the job, rather than trying to make a single holster 
do everything. 

i put them to the test, and this is what i found. 


44 FALL 2015 CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS 



[ HOLSTER 1] 

SAFARILAND 

MODEL 6378 ALS 

So I decided to first try the 
Safariland model 6378 ALS®. 

This is an open top paddle-type 
holster made from Safarilaminate 
construction. The 6378 is not a true 
straight-drop holster, having a slight 
forward cant. The holster comes 
with the patented ALS retention sys- 
tem. This is Safariland’s Automatic 
Locking System, and is a very simple 
but effective way to retain the hol- 
ster when carrying, but allows an 
instant draw. 

The retention latch works via a 
pivoting bar on the inside of the hol- 
ster. The bar is actually held down 
onto the ejection port by spring ten- 
sion. When the shooter acquires the 
proper grip, he simply pushes down 
on the latch about 3/8ths of an inch, 
and the bar rises up off the ejection 
port and releases the pistol. When i 
say push down, the shooter is actu- 
ally pushing the latch down toward 
the bottom of the grip, not down 
toward the muzzle (see photo), it’s a 
very natural motion, and happens 
instantly. By pushing the gun back 
into the holster, the bar snaps back 
into place onto the ejection port, 
retaining the gun. it’s a very clever, 
simple and effective way to build a 
good retention type holster. 

it also makes a very good holster 
for iDPA matches, and in a pinch, i 
would probably use this holster for 
iPSC and 3-gun matches as well. 

The downside to this holster is that 
with the paddle, it can be a little 
bulky compared to a more minimal- 
ist design. 

Another great feature about the 
6387 is the SafariSuede® internal lin- 
ing. i’ve had several shooters tell me 
that they’ve had this SafariSuede 
lining in their holsters for years and 
have not had scratches or wear 
marks on the gun. The Cerakote fin- 
ish is durable and you want the fin- 
ish to last. 



I’ve had several shooters tell me 
that they’ve had this SafariSuede lining 
In their holsters for years and have not 
had sera tches or wear marks on the gun. ff 
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The Safariland Model 105 belt holster is 
a well-designed holster for those that 
like a small signature holster, it’s sturdy 
enough to keep the large-framed auto 
like the custom Caspian 1911 secured 
without wobble. 



[holster 2] 

SAFARILAND 

BIANCHI MODEL 105 

The other holster used! for this gun is the suede-lined! Bianchi 
Model 105, also from Safariland. 

It’s a minimalist belt slide holster that is designed for ultimate 
concealment in an OWB type holster. The holster comes in black or 
brown, and has two belt loops that tend to pull the holster close to 
the body. The holster is comfortable to wear, and has a loop retainer 
tab to help retain the gun, but honestly, the gun fits so well in the 
holster that I don’t see the need for the loop. 

The one criticism of the holster would be the lack of some kind of 
sight track. The front sight on my Project 1911 is undercut, and the 
main fear with any open muzzle design is the front sight hanging up 
on the holster during the critical moment. Safariland, are you listen- 
ing? A small plastic, molded-in sight track with a funneled opening 
at the bottom wouldn’t add very much to the holster’s production 
cost and would help ensure that the front sight on any gun will not 
hang up when drawing the pistol. 

NICE MIX FOR THE 1911 

All in all, the two holsters in this review add up to a nice mix for a 
1911 type handgun that will be used in many roles. 

The paddle holster is a good choice in the winter months with 
the heavier clothing and for use in competitive events like IDPA, and 
the belt slide holster is a good choice in the summer when the uni- 
form of the day is usually just a t-shirt and shorts. 

I really like the 6378, and will probably be wearing this one during 
some of the IDPA matches at my local range with the Project 1911. 



www.SafariLand.com 
(800) 347-1200 



The inside of the Safariland ALS holster 
shows the SafariSuede lining, offering excel- 
lent protection for the finest gun finish. 
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LIKES 


It jM0DEL637BALS 


^ Internal Lining protEcts gun 
^Autaimtic Ldf^kingSystjem 
eremites a simple, effective way 
to /etain the holster, plus, it 
albws m Instant draw 


2 


DTwq belt loops pull the holster 
close to Che body 
^fctomfortable 
^ELoop letainer tab helps retain 

IlFthegun 


The Satan land ALS paddle holster, 
when paired with the custom Caspian 
Arms 1911 pistol and quality Black Hills 
+ P ammunition, makes a very potent 
carry ensemble. 
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The Bianchi Model 105 is a minimalist belt slide holster that provides a small profile 
for OWB carry. The holster and gun is easily covered by the Blackhawk! Lightweight 
Tactical Shirt. 


a All in all, the two 
holsters in this review 
add up to a nice mix for 
a 1911 type handgun 
that will be used in 
many roles. ff 


TAKE IT EASY 

PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE WHEN BUYING A HOLSTER 

The choice of a holster is a uniquely personal one 
and shouldn’t be taken lightly, i think that many 
times the holster is an afterthought, and that people 
should take as much time, or more, selecting a holster 
as they do selecting the ammunition used in the gun 
or even selecting the gun itself. 

With the sheer number of holster manufacturers 
and holster types and styles out there, a shooter has 
more of a selection of outstanding holsters now than 
ever before, i’ve used Safariland holsters since the 
mid-70s and have always been impressed by the 
quality and engineering of their products. The 
Safariland family of holsters should be on the very 
short list for any shooter today. 



The paddle on the Safariland ALS holster is molded to 
provide a very close, and comfortable fit against the body, 
making it a good choice for a gun/holster combination 
meant to be carried all day. 



The ALS holster features the thumb release, which is fast 
and easy to manipulate, even with gloves. The holster has 
excellent retention characteristics and is a great choice for 
concealed carry. 03 
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STREET 

MATH 

10 + 1 = H&K^S COMPACT P30SK 

BY DAVE WORKMAN 


L egally-licensed private citizens — and 
there are somewhere around 12 mil- 
lion of us — who like the 9mm for 
concealed carry are going to love the 
rugged little subcompact P30SK semi-auto 
from Heckler &. Koch. 

Having had the opportunity to feed a 
decent selection of JHP and FMJ ammuni- 
tion through this DA/5A pistol — one of two 
configurations available, the other being an 
LEM DOA version — i can attest to a couple 
of things, it is reliable, and at gunfighting 
ranges, remarkably accurate depending 
upon the particular load and one’s ability to 
hold steady on target. 

Let’s look at it even closer. 

FIRST LOOK 

Hitting the scale at an acceptable 23.99 
ounces (empty), H&K supplies this 
sidearm, which is definitely designed for 
personal protection on the street, with two 
10-round magazines. That gives the P30SK 
10-plus-l firepower, and in a gunfight, that’s 
the kind of math that often makes the dif- 
ference between, shall we say, “pass/fail.” 

After getting my hands on this hand- 
somely plain-looking pistol (serious street 
guns are often rather plain-looking with a 
durable finish, textured or checkered grip- 
ping surface and high-visibility sights), i 
was immediately impressed at its size, it’s 
not overly thick at 1.37 inches at its widest 
point, and it’s less than 6 Vi inches overall. 
Anybody who can’t hide this pistol summer 
or winter isn’t trying very hard. 

My guess is that decent holsters are, or 
soon will be, available from N82, High Noon, 


Mitch Rosen, Greg Kramer, DeSantis and 
every other company on the map. i suspect 
as the word spreads about the P30SK, 
they’ll be getting a fair amount of business. 

HOW IT ROCKS 

So, what about this gun is it that makes 
it rock? Oh, where to begin? We’ve already 
touched on its payload, caliber, weight and 
overall length. 

First off, H&K designed this pistol with a 
polymer frame that can be tailored to indi- 
vidual shooters. The grip dimension can be 
changed out by swapping side panels and 
mainspring housings, a process that takes a 
couple of minutes, a punch and a bit of 
gentle tapping with a plastic mallet. 

Out of the box, the fat grip panels were 
installed, and after handling the pistol for 
about a minute, i decided to install the 
thinnest of three sets of panels. There, that 
felt better! 

All of these panels are textured, for a 
firm hold even in wet weather. Here in the 
Pacific Northwest, down on the Gulf Coast, 
in the Great Lakes or along the Eastern 
Seaboard that can come in handy, as any- 
one who lives in those environs will attest, 
especially in the wet winter or the 
sweaty/humid summer. 

incidentally, for a real thorough cleaning 
after you’ve gone through several hundred 
rounds, popping off the rear mainspring 
cover panel and shooting a few blasts of 
solvent followed by a drop or two of oil will 
keep the crud from accumulating around 
that coiled spring. 

it has ambidextrous controls for the 
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magazine release and slide release. While my test 
gun did not have an ambidextrous thumb safety, one 
is available, according to H&K literature, and i heartily 
recommend that feature on any pistol, it forces peo- 
ple to think about safety. 

At the rear of the slide, there’s a thumb decocker, 
just left of the hammer. This took some getting used 
to for me, as i’m accustomed to the thumb safety on 
my personal carry gun, and i’ve also had more experi- 
ence with decockers located on the side of the slide 
or the frame, it’s not unsafe; quite the opposite, in 
fact, i tried it several times at the range with live 


rounds in the chamber, and it never once failed, it’s 
just different. 

Disassembly is simple. After removing the maga- 
zine and checking the chamber, push the slide back, 
press the slide release pin from right to left until a 
red stripe appears on the top-left surface, and then 
run the slide forward and off the rails. The recoil 
spring comes out easily, followed by the barrel and 
voila! You’re ready to scrub, spray, brush, wipe and 
lubricate in a jiffy. 

i’m happy to say i got everything right the 
first time. 
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6t That gives the P30SK 10-plus-l firepower, and in a gunfight, 
that’s the kind of math that often makes the difference between, 
shall we say, ‘pass/fail. 99 

AND THERE’S MORE TO LIKE 

Even on this subcompact pistol, H&K 
added a molded accessory rail on the 
front of the frame in front of the trigger 
guard. iVe never been keen on accessory 
lights or lasers, but a lot of people love 
them, and swear by them. The rail is a 
feature that today’s generation of 
shooters has come to expect, so it 
needs to be there. 

The three-dot sights are adjustable 
for windage — and according to the 
manual, for elevation — by replacing the 
front sight. My test pistol shot a bit low 
so if i’d bought it, the front sight would 
have been replaced. On the plus side, 
my groups were nice and tight within 25 
yards. (At the range, i cranked off a cou- 
ple of rounds at some chunks of broken 
clay targets and struck just under them 
in the sandy berm; not bad for a gun i’d 
never fired before!) 






in the hand is worth... 


...a LOT more tlian ANYTIIINO th^s not at hand when you need it. Your large, powerful, 
heavy, difficult to carry (fill in the blank) is of absolutely no use when youVe left it at home, 
in tli’e car, etc... ' __ 

Regacdless of your location, your dress of die s^son, NO gun Is easier to carry or conceal 
fhai^Norih Aitierican Arms mini-rev<di;er. Is it ap effective deterrgn^ ^t^ould you want to be 
slio^th one? , \ ■' ~ ~ i ^ / 

millions who “don 't leave homerwiihout one”! 

« ‘ 'W'wL 


Have a gun! 


Rera'^j^r Rule #1: 

North American Arms fftc, • 2150 S. 930 E, • Provo, UT 84606-6285 

wim\NortbAmericanArtns.com 





& 
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5 KEY FEATURES 
THE AUTHOR LIKES 
THEP30SK 


1 It IS tight 

2 Easily maintained 

3 Accurate 

4 Chambered for a serious 
caliber 

5 Small enough to be carried 
without a holster 



One can tailor the pistol to his or her hand by simply swapping out grip 
components. It comes with two spare sets of side panels and backstraps. 


There is something important to note 
about those sights. The (dots are macJe 
with some luminous material. Hit it with a 
flashlight for about ten seconcJs ancJ in a 
(dark room, they show up like beacons, i 
happen to like that setup because gun- 
fights are never guaranteecJ to occur at 
noon on a sunny (day. They frequently hap- 
pen uncJer less than ideal conditions, and 
never on a pre-arranged schedule! 

The front strap on the molded grip fea- 
tured textured finger groves, i don’t really 
care for such grooves, but others do, and 
they do tend to place this short-framed 
pistol in its proper position in the hand, i 
also noticed that during recoil, my grip did- 
n’t shift noticeably between shots. 

A PASSING SCORE 

For my range testing, i used ammunition 
from Black Hills, Federal, Remington and Sig 
Sauer, and never got a failure to feed or 
eject. The P305K’s ejection port is lowered. 
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a suggested 
price of less than 
$725, my guess is 
that the subcompact 
P30SK will quickly 
gamer a sizeable 

following. 99 

and amply wide for ejecting spent 
cases wide and to the right rear. 

The P30SK’s slide is made 
from high carbon steel and coat- 
ed with what the company calls 
a “corrosion resistant nitro-car- 
burized finish.” i’m not sure what 
that translates to in plain 
English, but suffice to say it is a 
non-glare, matte appearance 
and looks to be tough as nails. 
There are cocking serrations 
front and rear, though i Ve never 
been able to figure out why front 
serrations might be necessary on 
such a small pistol. 

H&K designed this pistol with 
an external extractor that dou- 
bles as a loaded chamber indica- 
tor. That’s another expected fea- 
ture on many of today’s defen- 
sive pistols, and the extractor on 
the P30SK is beefy enough that i 
doubt it could ever fail. 

AN ATTRACTIVE PRICE 

At a suggested price of less 
than $725, my guess is that the 
subcompact P30SK will quickly 
garner a sizeable following. 
Clearly designed to take a lead- 
ing position in the subcompact 
defensive pistol market, it is 
tight, easily maintained, accu- 
rate, chambered for a serious 
caliber — thanks especially to 
the development of new ammu- 
nition and modern bullet designs 
— and small enough that it can 
be carried in the pocket of a 
parka, winter coat or vest with- 
out a holster. 

in an emergency, it’ll do...and 
then some! ^ 




H&K supplies this gun with three-dot sights that glow in the dark. 
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Recoil is a consideration, but this 
shooter, trained at home and by the 
Army, has no difficulty with the .45. 


SUPER 



Quality .45 ACP Defense Loads 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY BOB CAMBPELL 


T he .45 ACP is among the most 
respected of modern service car- 
tridges. While the primary reason 
the .45 ACP is chosen for personal 
defense is wound potential, there are 
compelling reasons for choosing this 
cartridge other than the obvious. They 
are as follows: 

■ The .45 ACP operates at relatively 
modest pressures of 18,900 to 21,000 
P5I for the popular defense loads. This 
results in low weapons wear. 

■ The .45 ACP is well-balanced and 
often delivers excellent accuracy, even 
right out of the box, although most guns 
benefit in the accuracy department with 
some custom tuning. 

a The relatively small charge of fast 
burning powder demonstrates a full 
powder burn even in short barrels. An 
advantage of this full powder burn is 




The Black Hills 185 grain TAC +P offers excellent cartridge integrity. 


Cartridge integrity case mouth 
seal and primer seal are vital to 
reliable function. 


rediucedi muzzle signature — usually just a few sparks 
or a warm orange glow. 

(For those looking for a little history, see the siciebar.) 

The 230 grain “HarcibaU” loaciing of the standiarci 
.45 ACP loaci often prodiuces more total wounci vol- 
ume (due the length of woundi channel anci a large 
exit woundi comparedi to hollow-point bullets. Shock 
is simply the (deprivation of oxygen by the brain anci 
cannot be counteci on unless blooci loss is present. 

Only actual (damage means anything in woundi 
ballistics. JHP bullets offer increasedi woundi poten- 
tial andi are (demandiedi for public safety to limit pen- 
etration anci ricochet. When the proper balance of 
expansion anci penetration are present, the .45 ACP 
offers excellent wounci potential. 

With any handigun cartridige (designedi for personal 
(defense, the first criterion is reliability. With an over- 
all length of 1.25 inches, the cartridige shouldi feedi 
properly in most factory firearms. The bullet must 
penetrate a minimum of 12 inches in calibrateci bal- 
listic gelatin anci expandi to 1.5 times its original 


(diameter. The following loadis meet those criteria: 

NO. 1&2: Black Hills Ammunition 230 grain 
and 185 grain JHP 

The Black Hills Ammunition 230 grain JHP offers 
an icieal balance of expansion andi penetration. The 
loadi breaks 850 fps from my Colt Commandier andi 
830 fps from the SiG P 220 Carry Elite, i (do not 
choose my carry loaci basedi on any criteria save the 
worst case scenario. The penetration of this loaci is 
icieal for critical use. i prefer the momentum andi 
penetration of the 230 grain JHP, however, the BHA 
185 grain TAC +P loaci has given me pause. 
Launching at 1,000 fps from the Colt Commancier, 
this loadi, using the Barnes all copper JHP, offers 
excellent expansion, reasonable recoil, anci if it mat- 
ters, shoots flat to 50 yardis. i like this loadi more 
each time i fire it. 

This load has excellent penetration 
qualities and 185 grain is loaded to +P 
velocities and pressures. 
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American Gunner loads are 
ble and reliable. 


it With any handgun cartridge 
designed for personal defense, 
the first criterion is reliability ff 


A GUIDE FOR YOUR NEEDS 


As with any discussion of ammunition, 
the results noted should be used as a guide 
in determining what’s best for your particu- 
lar handgun and defensive needs. Choosing 
a good handgun load can be difficult 
because there are so many excellent choices 
available from so many manufacturers, and 
sometimes half of the enjoyment we get as 
handgun shooters is going out to the range 
and testing different loads and manufactur- 
ers’ offerings to determine which one is the 
best choice for our gun and shooting style. 


NO. 3&4: Hornady Manufacturing 185 and 200 
grain JHP 

The Hornady American Gunner 185 grain JHP offers 
modest recoil and excellent accuracy. Velocity is consistent 
with a 970 fps velocity — but the load isn’t rated +P. The 
balance of expansion and penetration is good. I have used 
a modest quantity of this new offering and find it good. 

Hornady has toed the line on increasing prices and I 
appreciate that. My personal favorite Hornady loading is 
the 200 grain XTP. This load is a favorite of armed profes- 
sionals for many reasons. The balance of expansion and 
penetration is ideal with 15 inches average penetration and 
expansion to .66 caliber at an average 911 fps from the 
Commander. (Expect more from the 5-inch guns.) 

Coupled with match grade accuracy the Hornady 200 
grain XTP is a good choice. 

The Hornady ammunition is probably the most accu- 
rate of them all, and also possesses a good balance of 
expansion and penetration. 
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THE BEST HOLSTER DESERVES THE BEST BELT. 

Designed specifically for carrying a firearm, CrossBreed® Gun Belts are made with top grain cowhide 
and lined with premium hard rolled leather. Each is hand buffed, burnished, and treated, resulting 
in a strong belt with flexibility and comfort for every day wear. 


tCROSSBREED. 


HANDCRAFTED IN THE ^ 


WWW.CROSSBREEDHOLSTERS.COH 


HOLSTERS 


FIND OS ON 





The Hornady 200 grain XTP holds a special place in the author’s respect. 


it ..the primary 
reason the .45ACPis 
chosen for personal 
defense is wound 

potential... 99 



Winchester’s 230 grain PDX load has seen considerable Federal service with 
excellent results. 



Winchester’s PDX load have a centu- 
ry or more of development behind 
them. Cartridge integrity is vital. 


NO 5&6: Winchester JHP and 
230 grain PDX 

During the First World War, 
Winchester met a reliability standard 
of one primer failure of 1 in 100,000, 
unheard of in the day. Today they are 
world leaders in reliable ammunition. 

A recent offering with much merit is 
the W1911 line of .45 ACP loads. They 
are useful in any .45 ACP pistol but 
clearly useful in the popular 1911 hand- 
gun. The W1911 line includes a training 
load and a JHP load. The JHP loading 
has much in common with the 
Silvertip design. This is an ideal 
loading for personal defense and 
home defense. 

Expansion is rapid as may be 



Winchester’s FMJ W1911 load strikes to the same 
point of aim as the JHP load, making it a great 
practice load, it is good to have an understudy for 
the carry load. 
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Those who choose the .45 ACP based on wound poten- 
tial have made a wise choice, but the whole package is a 
good one. The original loading used a 230 grain jacketed 
bullet, and despite attempts at revisionist history, the .45 
ACP proved very effective in combat and personal defense 
worldwide with this loading. That’s no surprise; the car- 
tridge was developed by experienced experts in the field. 

Among these specialists were Colonel John Thompson 
and Major (Dr.) Louis LaGarde. The .45 ACP was the prod- 
uct of direct action experience against aboriginal warriors 
across the globe. Actual experience in the Philippines as 
well as the “banana wars” in South America was com- 
pelling; the small bores that were in use of the day, did not 
do the job and cost good men their lives. 

While the .45 ACP cartridge was designed to be as 
effective as possible in common with the .45 Colt revolver 
cartridges. Colonel Thompson noted that no cartridge is 
infallible. Unless you arm each soldier with a 75mm field 
piece, there is no guarantee of stopping an assailant, he 
concluded, but accurate rapid fire with a big bore self 
loader was the best prescription available. The same is 
true today. 

it is an important consideration that the .45 ACP was 
designed to be effective in dropping not only an enemy war 
horse, but tigers and other large animals encountered by 
the Army, i give historical reports by the US Army far more 
credence than so-called studies that include unverifiable 
secret sources and unrepeatable testing with a validity of 
zero. Professional testing is repeatable and verifiable. 



Note the excellent expansion of the Black Hills 185 grain TAC load. 


’wmcHEsrm^ 


UIINQr/1911 


43 AUTD 

aao GRAIN 



NICKEL PLATED 
FULL METAL JACKET 



Winchester M1911 loads are available in both practice and defense 
loadings at an attractive price. 
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mm It is an important 
consideration that the .45 
ACP was designed to be 
effective in dropping not 
only an enemy war horse, 
but tigers and other large 
animals encountered by 

the Army 99 




Firing off hand in rapid fire, each load 
proved reliable in the Colt Commander .45. 




expected from a load breaking 
860 fps. The W1911 loads are 
offered in economical 50-round 
boxes. For 98% of the situa- 
tions we are likely to encounter, 
this load is ideal. The 230 grain 
PDX is a bonded core design 
that meets or exceeds FBi crite- 
ria for penetration of wallboard, 
vehicle sheet metal and auto 
glass. This load isn’t in +P terri- 
tory but it is plenty fast at 855 
fps from the Commander. 
Accuracy is good and function 
excellent. For those that wish to 
hedge their bets for the worst 
case scenario, this load is 
proven in Federal service. 

These loads use a bonded 
core bullet design, which 
can give slightly better 
penetration qualities. Delivers 
reliable expansion without 
+P velocities. 


RELIABILITY COUNTS 

i have fired these loads for 
accuracy and found each 
demonstrate good-to-excellent 
accuracy. More importantly, 
they have given good function 
when fired from the retention 
position, with the weak 
hand, and from offhand 
firing positions. 

Reliability is a million times 
more important than any other 
criteria. These loads also offer 
excellent wound potential. 
While the single greatest pre- 
dictor of survival remains prior 
training, these are good loads 
that will serve well. You pay 
your money and take your 
choice. W 



We clocked each load. These are powerful loads well suited for personal defense. 



Black Hills Ammunition offers a conventional JHP (left), and the modern all copper JHP 
(right). Each offers good performance. 
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STAY IN THE 

FIGHT 

How to Prevent and Clear Malfunctions 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY BOB CAMPBELL 



‘rr 
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I f you are ever caught in a 
personal defense situation 
and your handgun malfunc- 
tions, you are toast if you don’t 
have the proper skills to get the 
pistol back up and running. 

And malfunctions do happen. 
Handgun maintenance is 
essential to prevent malfunc- 
tions, and regular cleaning and 
proper lubrication are important 
to ensuring the handgun func- 
tions properly. 

But malfunctions may occur 
with the best maintained hand- 
gun. The problem may be 
shooter related, ammunition 
related or a magazine problem. 
The shooter may have allowed 
his thumb to ride against the 
slide or bumped the slide lock 
during the firing cycle, or the 
magazine may have failed at 
a critical moment. The shooter 
may be using the latest bargain- 
basement load or a non-stan- 
dard bullet weight the pistol 
wasn’t designed to handle. 

True jams are rare but stop- 
pages are not. 

There are different types of 
malfunctions, and you must be 
able to clear them. Staring at 
the handgun and shaking it will 
accomplish nothing. Neither will 
10-thumbed handling. 

Let’s look at clearing com- 
mon malfunctions of the self- 
loading handgun. 





tt Malfunctions 
in a gunfight are 
survivable but 
only if you are 

prepared 99 



Practice setting up a malfunction 
with the use of dummy cartridges. 
Never use live ammunition. 


FAILURE TO FIRE 

The hammer or striker falls, but the pistol 
does not fire. There may not be a cartridge in 
the chamber. The magazine may not be seated cor- 
rectly or it may have loosened from the magazine 
catch and a cartridge failed to feed. The cartridge 
may be chambered but defective. Here is the clear- 
ance drill to solve the problem and get ready to fire. 

Keep the handgun in the firing position, or at least 
the firing grip. Bringing the pistol slightly closer to the 
body results in greater leverage for working the slide. 
Keep the trigger finger alongside the frame for safe- 


ty. Tap the magazine to be certain it is seated. Next 
grasp the rear of the slide and rack the slide to the 
rear, simultaneously turning the handgun at a 90- 
degree angle so that the cartridge in the chamber is 
ejected and falls to the ground. Let the slide snap 
forward. Never maintain control of the slide when 
loading or otherwise, always let it snap forward. 
Otherwise you may experience a short cycle. 

A cartridge is heavier and longer than a spent case 
and needs more help clearing the ejection port. Now 
aim at the target and press the trigger. The handgun 
should fire. 




Vi 



TAP, RACK, BANG, DRILL ONE 

When executing this drill on the range, do 
not always fire, instead, alternate firing and not 
firing, and always in control. 

in a real-world situation, there is a chance you will 
suffer a malfunction and not be justified in firing the 
shot after you have cleared the dud cartridge or 
loaded the chamber. This is an easy drill to practice. 

Be certain the handgun is triple checked unloaded 
and also that the magazine is unloaded. You may use 
the dummy cartridges offered by several makers and 
available from Brownells.com. 


FAILURE TO EJECT DRILL 

The handgun doesn’t fire. The slide is 
not locked forward. 

Cant the muzzle up and scan for a brass in the 
ejection port stoppage. Tap the magazine. Whether 
you have a cartridge case in the port or not, rack the 
slide and be certain that the brass caught in the 
ejection port is ejected. Use the back of your hand to 
sweep the cartridge case out of the ejection port. To 
practice this drill, simply insert a spent case 
between the breechface and barrel. Be certain that 
you rake your fingers over the case causing the 
malfunction if needed. 







The nu step is to grasp 
the slMe and rack the slide 
to the 


AMMUNITION USAGE 

RELOADING VS- FACTORY 

Ammunition issues are probably the main cause of mal- 
functions in modern firearms. Factory ammunition is normally 
very high quality, but reloaded ammunition causes the over- 
whelming number of malfunctions. 

If you reload long enough, you will probably experience all 
of the malfunctions in this article and more. Squib loads, for 
example, are virtually unheard of with quality factory ammuni- 
tion, but occur from time to time with reloaders, especially 
with novice reloaders. 

Keep the reloads only for range use, and never for personal 
defense. Only use quality, fresh, proven, factory ammunition in 
your defensive handgun. 




You are back up and running when the 
malfunction has been cleared. 


ing when the 

rm 


The malfunction 
cleared in this ii 


3nN^ 
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been 


66 FALL 2015 CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS 




THE WORLD'S BEST HANDGUN SIGHTS 


NEW!?* 


CDMPATIBIE WITH 

GLDCK 42 



TM 


TRITIUM FIBER-OPTIC XTREME TECHNOLOGY 


BRIGHT, DAY/ NIGHT AND 
- VIRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE 



► BRIGHT - Utilizes the world's best Swiss tritium 
for maximum brightness. 

► DAY/NIGHT - Unmatched visibility in al! shooting 
conditions 24/7; visible in daylight, low-light or no light. 

^ VIRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE - Hermetically sealed, 
Impervious to oils, chemicals, solvents arrd ultra-sonic cleaners 


WHEN BRIGHTNESS COUNTS 




When clearing a case in the ejection port malfunction, sweep the back of 
the hand over the offending case. 



This is a malfunction caused by shooter error - the support hand 
thumb locked the slide open. All that was needed was to drop the 
slide lock to return to action. 



Bringing the pistol closer to the body gives greater leverage, especially 
with a cartridge case stuck in the chamber. 


3 A FEEDWAY STOPPAGE 

A cartridige is in the chamber and 
another cartridge has attempted to load 
and is butted into the chambered cartridge. A 
spent case may not have been extracted and the 
following cartridge case has rammed into the 
spent case. This malfunction is often described 
as the most difficult to clear, but with practice it 
may be cleared quickly. 

Remove the magazine and lock the slide to the 
rear. Sometimes there will be a round in the 
chamber, and the round attempting to feed 
from the magazine may be hard against it. The 
cartridge in the chamber may be live or it may 
be a cartridge case that did not eject. The 
magazine may be partly stuck due to a partially 
feeding cartridge half on the feed ramp and half 
in the magazine. 

You must forcefully rip the magazine from 
the pistol. A cartridge in the feedway will be 
cleared when the magazine is removed. This 
cartridge should fall out of the bottom of the 
magazine well. 

Let the slide snap forward three times; this will 
ensure the cartridge or case in the chamber is 
clear. Lock the slide to the rear. Now load a fresh 
magazine. Let the slide run forward to chamber a 
fresh cartridge. This is a difficult problem to set 
the gun up with, using dummy cartridges, but it 
can be done. 

Lock the slide to the rear and insert a dummy 
round in the chamber. Load the magazine with a 
dummy round, insert the magazine, and let the 
slide run forward. You have set up a type-three 
malfunction. 

BE PREPARED 

Most of the steps of these drills are the same 
as they begin, with the magazine tapped and the 
slide locked to the rear, but the individual mal- 
function demands specific remedies. 

Be certain to practice clearing each one and 
immediately getting back into action. 

Malfunctions in a gunfight are survivable but 
only if you are prepared. (See the sidebar for the 
checklist of preventative maintenance.) After all, 
no one wants to become toast. ^ 


REVOLVER MALFUNCTIONS 

Revolver stoppages are rare, but they can happen. 
Normally, if you encounter a stoppage with a revolver, 
it will typically take tools and time on the workbench to 
get the gun cleared. 
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it Handgun maintenance is 
essential to prevent malfunctions, 
and regular cleaning and proper 
lubrication are important to 
ensuring the handgun functions 

properly. 99 


MALFUNCTION 
PREVENTION CHECKLIST 

1 Perform preventive maintenance 

2 Routinely check the magazines, 
magazine springs and recoil springs 

3 Keep the pistol clean and lubricated 

4 Use quality ammunition 

5 Use the proper grip to give the slide 
a stable platform to recoil against 



This is a bad tie up, with a cartridge case in the chamber and another 
attempting to feed. This occurred during a test of a new handgun, it 
isn’t that difficult to clear quickly, with practice. 



THE NEW 

&Uil^JfrPOHTL^ND, Ofi USA 


FORGED, SPRING LOADED JAWS 

Sprinj' ^i«[i 


FRONT SIGHT TOOL AND PIN PUNCH 
IM" BIT DRIVER +12 BIT SET 
SlaMhirii imgnclic lii! driver 
Mill Iliil, Flitikfiiis hd. null TmUy 


FINE EDGE BLADE 
+MOLLE-COMPATIBLE SHEATH 

f nil ^iied b laidL^ Iw bncnasal ulrlH f. 
Ih«^ Lrowb. t:; 4 retf!s li'] AR Mill tiH set. 


/a\\ . 


GERBER 


the latest m American tiiilU weaiHins marntenamie tools at 

www.geNiefgetr.coiii/i^anoiitinaiiiteiiaiice 
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SUBCOMPACT SEMhAUTOUATia ^ ^ 

COMPACTS CONTROLLABLE 


This Concealable Gets a Lot of Attention 



% 


PHOTO BY THINKSTOCK 

E verything you need in one package. 

Subcompact semi-autos really offer the best of everything when 
it comes down to a concealable handgun. 

Small, chambered in powerful calibers, and controllable — when 
buyers want a self-loading firearm, this is the one that gets most of 
the attention. 

They are versatile, a great size for concealment purposes, and can be 
fitted with a wide variety of accessories, making them ideal for home 
defense or as a daily carry gun. 

You’ve found what you need, right here, it’s just a matter of wrapping 
it up — the perfect package. 
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Price Range: S300-$600 



Taurus 

MODEL: 709 SLIM 
WEBSITE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 

Caliber: 9mm 

Capacity: 7+1 

Barrel Length: 3 inches 

Length: 6 inches 

Weight: 19 ounces 

Features: Low profile fixed sights, 

ergonomic design, and snag-free controls 



Taurus 

MODEL: M180 Curve 
WEBSiTE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: 380 ACP 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 2.5 inches 
Length: 6.2 inches 
Weight: 10.2 ounces 
Features: Subcompact polymer frame with a 
metallic subframe. The Curve is shaped to fit the 
contours of the human body to make it more com- 
fortable for concealed carry. The tactical light and 
laser sight is incorporated right into the frame. 



WEBSiTE: Bersa.com 
|$429 


MSRP: 


Bersa 

MODEL: BP9CC 


Action: STR 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 8+1 
Barrel Length: 3.3 inches 
Length: 6.35 inches 
Width: 0.94 inches 
Height: 4.8 inches 
Weight: 21.5 ounces 
Features: White-outlined rear 
sight, polymer frame, rear sight 
interchanges with Clock. 
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KahrArms 


MODEL: BU9 NANO 
WEBSITE: BerettaU5A.com 


MSRP: 


Action: STR 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 5.6 inches 
Width: 0.9 inches 
Height: 4.2 inches 
Weight: 20 ounces 


Features: Adjustable 
sights, striker-fired, 
extremely small 
9mm size. 


MODEL: CT380 
WEBSiTE: Kahr.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: 380 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 5.5 inches 
Width: .75 inches 
Height: 4.4 inches 
Weight: 11 ounces 


Features: Double action 
only in operation, the 
Kahr fills a unique niche 
in the subcompact cate- 
gory. The CT380 is one 
of the smallest and 
thinnest 380 pistols on 
the market. Paired with 
a good iWB holster, this 
gun makes a great 
firearm for CCW holders. 



Action: DAO 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 6.5 inches 

Width: 1.2 inches Features: Polymer frame for 

Height: 4.2 inches weight reduction, very narrow. 

Weight: 19 ounces stippled grips for control. 


Action: STR 
Caliber: .40 SW 
Capacity: 9+1 
Barrel Length: 3.5 inches 
Length: 6.9 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 4.6 inches 
Weight: 23.4 ounces 


Features: 

interchangeable 
backstrap, polymer 
frame to save weight, 
ambidextrous mag 
release, and optional 
15+1 extended magazine. 
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Ruger 


MODEL: LC380 
WEBSITE: Ruger.com 
iyikjd J S449 / ($629 for 
Crimson Trace Version) 
Action: STR 
Caliber: .380 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 3.1 inches 
Length: 6.0 inches 
Width: .90 inches 
Height: 4.5 inches 
Weight: 17.2 ounces 



Features: Polymer frame with blued slide. Same 
size as the LC9, but chambered for the 380 car- 
tridge for reduced recoil and a more comfortable 
shooting gun in extended range sessions. 3 dot 
sight and three internal safeties with a loaded 
chamber indicator. 



MODEL: PX4 STORM SUBCOMPACT 
WEBSITE: BerettaUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 13+1 
Barrel Length: 3.0 inches 
Length: 6.2 inches 
Width: 1.4 inches 
Height: 4.8 inches 
Weight: 26 ounces 
Features: Accessory rail, ambidextrous safety/decocker, smallest Storm. 


Beretta 


Block 

MODEL: G27 
WEBSITE: Glock.com 


MSRP: 


Action: STR 
Caliber: .40 SW 
Capacity: 9+1 
Barrel Length: 3.43 inches 
Length: 6.5 inches 
Width: 1.2 inches 
Height: 4.2 inches 
Weight: 20 ounces 



Features: White outline rear sight, 
polymer frame for lightweight, combat 
trigger guard, double stack magazine. 
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MODEL: G42 
WEBSITE: Glock.com 


MSRP; 


Action: STR 
Caliber: .380 Auto 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 3.25 inches 
Length: 5.94 inches 
Width: .94 inches 


Height: 4.13 inches 
Weight: .87 pounds 
Features: Smallest Glock 
ever produced, super-con- 
cealable, white outline 
rear sight, polymer frame 
for light weight, combat 
trigger guard, double- 
stack magazine. 



KahrArms 


MODEL: P380 
WEBSiT E: Kahr.com 
ES33$649 

Action: DAO 
Caliber: .380 ACP 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 2.5 inches 
Length: 4.9 inches 
Width: 0.75 inches 
Height: 3.9 inches 
Weight: 11 ounces 


Features: Textured 
polymer grip, very com- 
pact design, optional 
Crimson Trace laser, 
optional night sights. 



Price Range: $600-$800 


Glock 

MODEL: G39 
WEBSiTE: Glock.com 


MSRP: 


Action: STR 
Caliber: .45 GAP 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 3.5 inches 
Length: 6.5 inches 
Width: 1.2 inches 
Height: 4.2 inches 
Weight: 20 ounces 
Features: White outline rear sight, polymer 
frame for light weight, combat trigger guard, 
double stack magazine. 



MODEL: P238 
WEBSiTE: SigSauer.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .380 ACP 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 2.7 inches 
Length: 5.5 inches 
Width: 1.1 inches 
Height: 3.9 inches 
Weight: 15 ounces 
Features: Cocked-and-locked single 
action carry, 1911-style in a subcompact, 
many finishes/colors available. 
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MODEL: SOLO CARRY 
WEBSITE: KimberAmerica.com 


MSRP: 


Action: 5TR 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 2.7 inches 
Length: 5.5 inches 
Width: 1 inch 
Weight: 17 ounces 

Features: Low profile white dot sights, 1911- 
inspired design in striker-fired configuration, 
three-dot combat sights, aluminum frame 


MODEL: XD(M) 3.8 9MM 

WEBSITE: 

Springfield-Armory.com 


MSRP: 


Action: STR 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 19+1 
Barrel Length: 3.8 inches 
Length: 7 inches 
Height: 5.6 inches 
Weight: 28 ounces 


Springfield 


Features: Grip safety, 
trigger safety, fiber optic 
front sight, outstanding 
capacity, snag-free rear 
combat sight 


Kimber 


Price Range: $800 & Up 



Colt 

MODEL: NEW AGENT 
WEBSITE: ColtsMfg.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 6.75 inches 
Weight: 22.5 ounces 
Features: Slim-fit double diamond grips, 
trench-style no-snag sight milled into frame, 
extremely streamlined design. 



MODEL: MiCRO RAPTOR 
WEBSiTE: 
KimberAmerica.com 
^$960 


MSRP: 


Kimber 


Action: 5A 
Caliber: 380 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 2.7 inches 
Features: Stainless Length: 5.5 inches 

Slide with 3-dot tritium Width: 1 inch 
night sights. Weight: 13.4 ounces ^ 
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COMPACT SEMI-AUTOMATICS 


MIDSIZE, MAJOR DUTY 

Semi-Automatics Are Big in Popularity 


PHOTO BY THINKSTOCK 


C ompact semi-automatics are incredibly 

popular for several reasons, including their 
size and capability. 

The firearm is small enough to be easily con- 
cealed and large enough to be chambered in virtually 
all defensive calibers, it’s right in the sweet spot for 
CCW holders and people who take their personal 
safety seriously. 


Because this is the most prevalent category with 
shooters, companies put their best efforts there. 
Virtually all of the gun and accessory manufacturers 
focus their efforts on producing their best products 
for this group — demand drives sales. 

Of course, this means there is an incredible range 
of firearm models from which to choose. So, join the 
popular crowd and reap the benefits. 





Price Range: $299-5599 


5CCY 

MODEL: CPX-1 
WEBSITE: SCCY.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 10+1 
Barrel Length: 3.1 inches 
Length: 5.7 inches 
Width: 1 inch 
Height: 4 inches 
Weight: 15 ounces 

Features: Snag-free design, lever-style 
release, all-internal hammer 



MODEL: CW40 
WEBSITE: Kahr.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 

Caliber: .40 SW 

Capacity: 6+1 

Barrel Length: 3.6 inches 

Length: 6.4 inches 

Width: 0.94 inches 

Height: 4.6 inches 

Weight: 18.7 ounces 

Features: White bar-dot sights, 

full-finger grip for many users 


Features: interchangeable back- 
straps, accessory rail, full-finger 
grip, concealable dimensions 


KahrArms Fi 


very slim. 


Beretta 

MODEL: PX4 STORM COMPACT 
WEBSiTE: Beretta.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .40 SW 
Capacity: 12+1 
Barrel Length: 3.2 inches 
Length: 6.1 inches 
Width: 1.4 inches 
Height: 5 inches 
Weight: 27 ounces 
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Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .40 5W 
Capacity: 12+1 
Barrel Length: 3.6 inches 
Length: 7.3 inches 
Width: 1.4 inches 
Height: 4.5 inches 
Weight: 30 ounces 


Features: Steel 
frame for long 
service life, also 
available in 9mm 


Action: STR 
Caliber: .40 5W 
Capacity: 10+1 
Barrel Length: 3.5 inches 
Length: 6.7 inches 
Width: 1.2 inches 
Height: 4.3 inches 
Weight: 22 ounces 


Features: Steel Novak 
Lo-Mount sights, small- 
est .40 SW in the M&P 
line, snag-free design 



MODEL: 75 D PCR COMPACT 
WEBSiTE: CZ-USA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 14+1 
Barrel Length: 3.8 inches 
Length: 7.2 inches 
Width: 1.4 inches 
Height: 5.0 inches 
Weight: 27.4 ounces 
Features: Forged aluminum alloy frame, decocking 
lever, lightweight 



MODEL: G23 
WEBSiTE: Glock.com 


MSRP: 


Action: STR 
Caliber: .40 SW 
Capacity: 13+1 
Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Length: 7.4 inches 
Width: 1.2 inches 
Height: 5 inches 
Weight: 24 ounces 
Features: White outline rear sight, polymer frame 
for light weight, combat trigger guard, double 
stack magazine 


Glock 
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Price Range: $600-$900 


Clock 

MODEL: G30SF 
WEBSITE: Glock.com 


MSRP: 


Action: STR 
Caliber: .45 AGP 
Capacity: 10+1 
Barrel Length: 3.8 inches 
Length: 6.9 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 4.8 inches 
Weight: 26 ounces 



Features: First choice of plainclothes 
officers and security personnel in the 
U.S., increased comfort and control 


KahrArms 

MODEL: K40 
WEBSITE: Kahr.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: .40 SW 
Capacity: 6+1 
Barrel Length: 3.5 inches 
Length: 6.1 inches 
Width: 0.94 inches 
Height: 4.6 inches 
Weight: 25 ounces 


Price Range: $900 & Up 





Features: White bar-dot sights, full- 
finger grip for many hands, very narrow, 
tight tolerances for accuracy 



Kimber 

MODEL: Pro TLE ii 
WEBSiTE: KimberAmerica.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 AGP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 4.3 inches 
Length: 8.3 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 4.75 inches 
Weight: 35 ounces 

Features: Stainless match barrel, threaded 
for suppressor. Tritium night sights 
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COMPACT SEMI-AUTOMATICS 


MODEL: ULTRA CRIMSON 
CARRY II 
WEBSITE: 
KimberAmerica.com 


MSRP: 


Action: 5A 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 6.8 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 4.75 inches 
Weight: 25 ounces 
Features: Match-grade barrel, 
snag-free sights, Crimson 
Trace Lasergrips standard 


Kimber 



Sig Sauer 

MODEL: MllAl 
WEBSITE: Sig-Sauer.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 15+1 
Barrel Length: 3.9 inches 
Length: 7.1 inches 
Width: 1.5 inches 
Height: 5.4 inches 
Weight: 32 ounces 


Features: SigLite 
night sights, decocker, 
civilian version of 
Navy issue sidearm, 
steel construction 



Springfield 


MODEL: CHAMPION 
OPERATOR 
LIGHTWEIGHT 45 ACP 

WEBSiTE: 


Features: Commander- 
length barrel, full-size 
magazine, fully sup- 
ported ramped bull 
barrel, integral acces- 
sory rail, beavertail 
safety, Novak Lo-Mount 
3-dot tritium sights 


Springf ield-Armory.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 4.0 inches 
Length: 7.6 inches 
Weight: 31 ounces 
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Springfield 


MODEL: RANGE OFFICER’S COMPACT 
WEBSITE: Springfield-Armory.com 

Action: 5A 

Caliber: .45 ACP 

Capacity: 6+1 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 

Length: 6.5 inches 

Width: 1.3 inches 

Height: 5.0 inches 

Weight: 26 ounces 

Features: “High-hand” beavertail grip 

safety, subcompact design, steel frame 



Colt 

MODEL: XSE SERIES MODEL O 
WEBSITE: Colt.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 8+1 
Barrel Length: 4.25 inches 
Length: 7.75 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 34 ounces 


Features: Commander length barrel, adjustable trigger, extended 
and ambidextrous frame-mounted safety, extended beavertail 
safety with palm swell W 


MITRCj^ J\l 




A .22 caliber powerhouse fueled by 
the ReAxis gas piston slings pellets 
down range at a blazing 1000 fps. Its 
muzzle noise is reduced by the Umarex 
SilencAir noise dampening system. 
Eguipped with a built-in bipod, Lockdown 
Mount, and 3-9x32 scope, the Umarex 
Fuel is ready for steady target acguisition. 

See it in action here: 
www.UmarexUSA.com/firepower 



UMEIREX 

A I R G U N 5 
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LIGHT THE NIGHT 

Top Lights & Lasers for Your Handgun 


\ 



PHOTO BY SUREFIRE! 


L ights and lasers. 

Whether you love ‘em or hate ‘em, they are definitely here 
to stay. 

Lights are very useful in a variety of situations, and not all of 
them involve nighttime scenarios. Lasers were once decried as a 
crutch and that no “real” shooter would use them. Now, thanks to 
excellent training and product development, both lights and lasers 
have found their niche. 

in the next several pages, get ready to be enlightened. 
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Crimson Trace 

MODEL: LG-639 (red) and LG-639G 
(green) 

Website; www.CrimsonTrace.com 
ES33$329 (LG-639G) and $249 
(LG-639) 

Features; Both feature instinctive 
activation on the rear of the grip and 
include a master on/off switch to give 
shooters the option to use their pistols 
with — or without — engaging the laser. 



Streamlight 

MODEL: TLR4-G 

Website: www.Streamlight.com 


MSRP; 


Features: The TLR4-G tactical 
light offers 115 lumens and three 
run modes, which are: light, laser 
and light plus laser. This unit 
operates in extreme environ- 
ments and temperature ranges 
of -20 to 120+ degrees and uses 
a green laser. The green is a 
great choice for daylight hours, 
because the color green is more 
visible to the human eye in day- 
light than other colors. 
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Streamlight 

MODEL: TLR2-G 

Website; www.5treamlight.com 


MSRP; 


Features: The TLR2-G tactical light 
offers 200 lumens and three run 
modes: light, laser and light plus 
laser. This unit also has a strobe 
function. 

Like the previous model, green is 
a great choice for daylight hours, 
because the color green is more 
visible to the human eye in daylight 
than other colors. 




SureFire 


MODEL: X400 Ultra (Green) I 

Website: www.SureFire.com ' 

1^RP:;$790 

Features: This light/laser combination features a 
500-lumen white light and a 5mW green laser, 
which can be zeroed for the gun/ammunition. 
Ambidextrous push/toggle switching provides 
one-finger activation. Also, it has optional pressure 
pad for long guns and DG switches for handguns. 
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SureFire 


MODEL X400 Ultra (Red) 

Website. www.SureFire.com 
MSRP:$595 

Features: This light/laser combination also 
features a 500 lumen white light and a 5mW 
red laser, it can also be zeroed for the 
gun/ammunition. This is the less expensive 
version of the X400 Ultra Green. 



LaserLyte 

MODEL: CM-MK4 
Website: www.LaserLyte.com 


MSRP: 


Features: ideal for small con- 
cealable guns that have a short, 
(.70 inch) mounting rail. The 
laser projects a ring of 8 red dots 
with a red dot in the center. The 
circle grows at 1 inch per yard. 
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LaserLyte 

MODEL: CK-SW 
Website: www.LaserLyte.com 
ES33 $149.95 
Features: This model is ideal 
for shooters who want a small 
powerful laser for the compact 
J-frame revolvers. This laser 
has five hours of battery life in 
constant On mode and 10 hours 
in Pulse mode. 
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SureFire 

MODEL: 2211 WristLight 
Website: www.SureFire.com 


MSRP: 


Features: There are two versions 
of this popular light. 

The standard 2211 features a three- 
way output 200-lunnen beam and 
a 15-lumen option. Reversing the 
activation switch can also enable 
15, 60 or 200-lumen output. 

The 2211 Luminox version includes 
a Swiss-made Luminox wrist- 
watch. The MSRP for the Luminox 
version is $795. 




Streamlight 

MODEL: PolyTac Consol and 
PolyTac HP 

WEBSITE: www.Streamlight.com 
|2S33$66.00 (PolyTac) and 
$77.25 (PolyTac HP) 

Features: The PolyTac is 
designed to offer downrange 
illumination. The HP on High 
setting provides illumination 
out to 275 meters. The PolyTac 
features a glass lens, while 
the PolyTac HP features an 
unbreakable, scratch-resistant 
polycarbonate lens. ^ 
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FULL-SIZED SEMI-AUTOMATICS 


BIG POWER, 
BIG VERSATILITY 

A Great Gun With A Greater Payoff 



I t’s the big kahuna on the block. 

The full-size semi-auto pistol may be 
more challenging than its smaller brethren when 
carrying concealed, but it compensates with 
a big payoff. 

The substantial frame allows you to easily 
mount accessories, such as tactical lights and lasers, 
turning it into an incredibly versatile gun. Their 
generous frames also dampen recoil if the pistol 


PHOTO BY THINKSTOCK 

is steel, as in the 1911 autos. Although sizeable, these 
semi-autos are narrow, and when combined with a 
good iWB holster, most of the pistol is concealable 
beneath clothing. 

Unlike many other models, full-size semi-auto- 
matics are available chambered in virtually any cal- 
iber. Combine that fact with their size and versatility, 
and you get the king in the concealed carry realm. 

All hail the full-size semi-automatic pistol. 
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MODEL: COUGAR 

WEBSITE: Stoegerlndustries.com 


MSRP; 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .40 SW 

Capacity: 11 +1 Features: Ambidextrous 

Barrel Length: 3.6 inches safety/decocking lever, 

Length: 7 inches rotating barrel, also 

Width: 1.3 inches available in 9mm and 

Weight: 32 ounces -45 ACP 



Springfield 


MODEL: 


XD TACTICAL 5" .45ACP 


WEBSITE: 

Springfield-Armory.com 
(street) 

Action: STR 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 13+1 
Barrel Length: 5 inches 
Length: 8.3 inches 
Height: 5.8 inches 
Weight: 33 ounces 

Features: Grip safety, trigger safety, outstanding 
capacity, snag-free rear sight 



Price Range: S599-$799 


Smith & 
Wesson 


MODEL: M&P45 
WEBSITE: 5mith-Wesson.com 


MSRP: 


Action: STR 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 10+1 
Barrel Length: 4.0 inches 
Length: 7.5 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 28 ounces 


Features: Interchangeable 
backstraps, white dot low- 
profile tactical sights, 
designed for duty and 
defensive carry 




MODEL: 85 COMBAT 
DUAL TONE 

WEBSITE: CZ-USA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 16+1 
Barrel Length: 4.6 inches 
Length: 8.1 inch 
Weight: 35.36 ounces 
Features: Ambidextrous version of CZ75, 
reversible magazine release, improved trigger pull 
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FULL-SIZED SEMI-AUTOMATICS 



Glock 

MODEL: G22 
WEBSITE: Glock.com 


MSRP; 


Action: STR 
Caliber: .40 SW 
Capacity: 15+1 
Barrel Length: 4.5 inches 
Length: 8.0 inches 
Width: 1.2 inches 
Height: 5.4 inches 
Weight: 26 ounces 
Features: White outline rear sight, polymer frame, 
combat trigger guard, double stack magazine 



Walther 

MODEL: P99 
WEBSITE: WaltherArms.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .40 SW 
Capacity: 12+1 
Barrel Length: 4.1 inches 
Length: 7.2 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 5.3 inches 
Weight: 26 ounces 
Features: Safety/decocker button, ambidextrous 
mag release built into trigger guard, three-dot 
adjustable combat sights 



Glock 

MODEL: G17 
WEBSITE: Glock.com 


MSRP: 


Action: STR 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 17+1 
Barrel Length: 4.5 inches 
Length: 8 inches 
Width: 1.2 inches 
Height: 5.4 inches 
Weight: 25 ounces 
Features: White outline rear sight, polymer frame, 
combat trigger guard, double stack magazine 



KahrArms 

MODEL: TP45 
WEBSITE: Kahr.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Length: 6.6 inches 
Width: 1 inch 
Height: 5.3 inches 
Weight: 23 ounces 
Features: Bar-dot-style combat sights, single stack 
design for easy concealability, beneficial sight radius 
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Price Range: $799 & Up 



Beretta 


MODEL: 92FS 


WEBSITE: Beretta.com 


MSRP: 


$682 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: Qmrn 
Capacity: 15+1 
Barrel Length: 5 inches 
Length: 8.5 inches 
Width: 1.5 inch 
Height: 5.4 inches 
Weight: 33.3 ounces 


Features: Loaded 
chamber indicator, 
reversible 
magazine catch, 
ambidextrous 
thumb safeties, 
available in stain- 
less steel as the 
92 FS inox 



MODEL: WARRiOR 50C 


WEBSITE: KimberAmerica.com 
I $1,738 


MSRP: 


MSRP: 


Action: 5A 
Caliber: 45 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 5.5 inches 
Length: 9.2 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 5.3 inches 
Weight: 40 ounces 


Features: Picatinney 
Rail with Crimson 
Trace laser installed, 
based on specialized 
pistols built for USMC 



Sig Sauer 


MODEL: P226 MK25 


WEBSITE: Sig-Sauer.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 15+1 
Barrel Length: 4.4 inches 
Length: 7.7 inches 
Width: 1.5 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 34 ounces 
Features: Decocking lever, anti-corrosion coatings 
on controls, anchor engraving, SiGLiTE night sights 



MODEL: G34, G35, 
G40, G41 MOS 
WEBSITE: Glock.com 


MSRP: 


(Varies with model 

Action: 5TR 
Caliber: 9x19, 40 S&W, 

45 ACP, 10mm AUTO 
Capacity: Depends on caliber 
Barrel Length: Varies with model 
Length: Varies with model 
Width: Varies with model 
Height: Varies with model 
Weight: Varies with model 
Features: New Glock Modular Optic System 
allows shooters to mount a variety of optical 
sights onto to four models of Glock pistols in 
four different calibers W 


Glock 
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THE TIMELESS 7977 

John Browning's Superb Design 



he enduring 1911. 

The pistol that sprang forth from the work- 
bench of JM Browning has endured constant 
use for over a century — by armies, by professional 
shooters of both military and law enforcement, and 
even by weekend plinkers. The gun’s design is so 
nearly perfect that the best attempts by the world’s 
greatest pistolsmiths can merely enhance it. 

it remains essentially the same pistol that made 
its debut over a century ago. 

Accurate and chambered for a variety of powerful 


PHOTO BY THINKSTOCK 

cartridges designed specifically for self-defense, the 
1911 will most likely be in use a century from now. 

The number and variety of available parts and 
accessories for the 1911 exceed those for most other 
firearms — just check any catalog or dealer’s website 
for proof. 

The design is that impressive. 

We bring you a selection of what we consider to 
be some of the best 1911s on the market today. Each 
is a testament to the designs’ staying power. 
Welcome to the 1911 club. 
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American 

Classic 


MODEL; 

CLASSIC COMMANDER 

WEBSITE; 

AmericanClassiclQll.com 


MSRP; 


$600 


Action; SA 
Caliber; .45 ACP 
Capacity; 8+1 
Barrel Length; 4.3 inches 
Length; 7.5 inches 
Width; 1.3 inches 
Height; 5.5 inches 
Weight; 37 ounces 


Features; Extended 
beavertail grip safety, 
skeletonized trigger 
and hammer, custom 
features standard 



MODEL; AMIGO OFFICER’S 
MODEL 

WEBSiTE; 

AmericanClassicl911.com 


American 

Classic 


MSRP; 


Action; SA 
Caliber; .45 ACP 
Capacity; 7+1 
Barrel Length; 3.5 inches 
Length; 7.25 inches 
Weight; 32. 5 ounces 


Features; Novak-style 
rear combat sight, 
super-compact officer- 
size design, lowered and 
flared ejection port 




MODEL; 1911 R1 
WEBSiTE; Remington.com 


MODEL; Range Officer’s Champion 
WEBSiTE; Springfield-Armory.com 


MSRP; 

|$729 ; 


MSRP; 


N/A 


Caliber; .45 ACP 
Capacity; 7 + 1 
Barrel Length; 5 inches 
Length; 8.5 inches 
Weight; 38.5 ounces 

Features; Satin black oxide, double diamond walnut 
stocks, 3-dot sights: dovetailed front and rear sights 


Action; SA 
Caliber; .45 ACP 
Capacity; 7+1 
Barrel Length; 4 inches 
Length; 7.6 inches 
Height; 5.5 inches 
Weight; 30 ounces 


Features; Alloy frame, 
fully supported ramped 
barrel, with fiber front 
sight and Lo-profile rear 
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WEBSITE: SigSauer.com 


MSRP; 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 8+1 
Barrel Length: 5 inches 
Length: 8.7 inches 
Width: 1.4 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 42 ounces 
Features: Trijicon adjustable night sights, 
extended ergonomic controls, attractive style 


Sig Sauer 


MODEL: 1911 


TRADiTiONAL RTSS 



MODEL: DEFENDER 7002D 
WEBSiTE: Colt.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 8+1 
Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 6.8 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Weight: 25 ounces 


Features: Novak 
low-mount carry 
sights, large capacity 
for size, 9mm caliber 
in a 1911-type frame 



Kimber 


MODEL: ULTRA CRiMSON CARRY ii 
WEBSiTE: KimberAmerica.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 6.8 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 4.8 inches 
Weight: 25 ounces 

Features: Match-grade barrel, snag-free sights. 
Crimson Trace Lasergrips standard 



MODEL: 1911 CARRY SCORPiON 


WEBSiTE: SigSauer.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 8+1 
Barrel Length: 4.3 inches 
Length: 7.7 inches 
Width: 1.4 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 35 ounces 


Features: Low-profile 
night sights, Hogue G- 
10 grips, ambidextrous 
safety, accessory rail 
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STI 

MODEL: ESCORT 


WEBSITE: 5TIGuns.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 

Caliber: 9x19, .45 ACP 
Capacity: 8+1 
Barrel Length: 3.24 inches 
Length: 7 inches 
Weight: 30.4 ounces 
Features: 3-clot adjustable combat sights, checkered 
cocobolo grip panels 



MODEL: EMP 


WEBSiTE: Springfield-Armory.com 
I $1,345 


MSRP: 


MSRP:| 


Action: SA 
Caliber: 9mm 
Capacity: 9+1 
Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 6.6 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 5 inches 
Weight: 28 ounces 


Features: Diamond-pattern 
cocobolo grips, large 
capacity for type, tritium 
night sights 



WEBSiTE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MODEL: TRP 
WEBSiTE: 


Springfield-Armory.com 


MSRP: 


NONE LiSTED 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 5 inches 
Length: 8.6 inches 


Height: 5.7 inches 
Weight: 42 ounces 
Features: Tactical 
response pistol, 20 LPi 
checkering on frontstrap, 
integral accessory rail 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 8+1 
Barrel Length: 4.25 inches 
Length: 8 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 30 ounces 


Features: Scandium 
alloy frame, round 
butt, S&W Custom 
Shop fit and finish 
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MODEL: 21st Century 
Commander 
WEBSITE: Colt.com 
12223 $1,379 
Action; 5A 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 7 + 1 
Barrel Length; 4.25 inches 
Weight: 35 ounces 
Features; Lightweight aluminum alloy, 
Colt beavertail grip safety, secure grip, 
Wiley Clapp Edition 



Smith & 
Wesson 

MODEL: SW1911 BOBTAIL CARRY 
WEBSITE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP: 


Action: 5A 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity; 8+1 
Barrel Length; 4.25 inches 
Length; 8 inches 
Width; 1.3 inches 
Height; 5.5 inches 
Weight: 30 ounces 

Features; Relieved slide, fish scale serrations, 
bobbed tail for increased concealability 



Kimber 





MODEL: MASTER CARRY PRO 


MODEL: TACTiCAL ENTRY ii 


WEBSiTE: KimberAmerica.com 
J $1,568 


MSRP 


WEBSITE: KimberAmerica.com 
1 $1,490 


MSRP; 


MSRP; 


Action; SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity; 8+1 
Barrel Length; 4 inches 
Length; 7.7 inches 
Width; 1.3 inches 
Height; 5.25 inches 
Weight; 28 ounces 


Features; Crimson 
Trace Master Series 
Lasergrips, bobbed 
grip frame for conceal- 
ment, aluminum 
match-grade trigger 


Action; SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity; 8+1 
Barrel Length; 5 inches 
Length; 8.7 inches 
Width; 1.3 inches 
Height; 5.5 inches 
Weight: 40 ounces 


Features: Match grade 
barrel, low profile 
sights, Picatinney rail 
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MODEL: VALOR 
WEBSITE: CZ-U5A.com 


MSRP: 


Action: 5A 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 8+1 
Barrel Length: 5 inches 
Length: 8.8 inches 
Width: 1.5 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 38 ounces 
Features: Heinie straight eight adjustable night sights, 
match-grade barrel, undercut trigger guard for comfort 




Dan 

Wesson 


Kimber 

MODEL: WARRIOR SOC 

WEBSITE: 

KimberAmerica.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 8+1 
Barrel Length: 5.5 inches 
Length: 9.2 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 40 ounces 
Features: Threaded bar- 
rel for suppressor, tritium 
sights, Picatinny rail. 
Crimson trace laser. 


MODEL: CCO 
WEBSiTE: 

Guncrafterlndustries.com 


MSRP: 


Action: SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 7+1 
Barrel Length: 4.25 inches 
Length: 8 inches 


Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 33 ounces 
Features: Tritium snag-free 
night sights, enlarged 
beavertail grip safety, 
beavertail grip safety, 
custom fit &. finishcustom 
fit &. finish ^ 



Find us on 


li 


Discover the 
world of firearms at 
your fingertips. 


www.facebook.com/gunworldmagazine 



Guncrafter 

Industries 
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COMPACT REVOLVERS 


DEEP COVER 

Small Guns, Big Power 



PHOTO BY THINKSTOCK 


P ractical, powerful, almost petite. 
Compact revolvers are 
chambered in a wide variety of 
defensive calibers and have excellent 
pointing characteristics. Most models 
have no external safeties, although 
they are available on some. 

For decades, smaller-framed 
revolvers were the go-to firearms for 
law enforcement professionals who 


wanted a small, yet reliable backup 
weapon. Today, the revolver still fills 
that unique niche of power and con- 
cealability. 

if you’re looking for that perfect mix 
of size, power and concealability, we 
have plenty to interest you in our 
buyer’s guide pages. 

Let us show you what you’ve been 
missing. 
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Price Range: $300-$400 



WEBSITE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP; 


Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .38SPL+P 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2 inches 
Length: 6.5 inches 
Height: 4.3 inches 
Weight: 17 ounces 


Features: Compact 
dimensions, rated 
for powerful +P 
loads, straightfor- 
ward operation 


Taurus 

MODEL: 85 



EAA 

MODEL: WiNDiCATOR 2 iNCH 


WEBSiTE: EAACorp.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .357 MAG 
Capacity: 6 
Barrel Length: 2 inches 
Length: 7 inches 
Weight: 30 ounces 


Features: Sculpted and 
cushioned grips, promi- 
nent hammer spur, 
made in Germany 



WEBSiTE: CharterFirearms.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .357 MAG 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2.2 inches 
Weight: 23 ounces 
Features: Rubber grips, easily concealable design, 
smooth trigger 


Charter Arms 

MODEL: MAG PUG STANDARD 



MODEL: 85SS2FS 
WEBSiTE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .38 SPL +P 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2 inches 

Length: 6.5 inches Features: Transfer bar. 

Weight: 22.2 ounces Taurus Security System 
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COMPACT REVOLVERS 


Price Range: $400-$500 



Charter Arms 


MODEL: PINK LADY OFF DUTY 
WEBSITE: CharterFirearms.com 

[2S33$421 

Action: DAO 
Caliber: .38 SPL 
Capacity: 5 
Barrel Length: 2 inches 
Weight: 12 ounces 

Features: Bright pink cast-aluminum frame, 
extreme light weight, very simple operation 



MODEL: BULLDOG PUG 
WEBSiTE: CharterFirearms.com 

|2S33$422 

Action: DAO 
Caliber: .44 SPL 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2.5 inches 
Weight: 21 ounces 

Features: Bobbed hammer design, snag-free 
receiver design, serious defensive caliber 


Charter 

Arms 



MODEL: 462 

WEBSiTE: RossiUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .357 MAG 
Capacity: 6 
Barrel Length: 2 inches 
Length: 6.5 inches 
Weight: 26 ounces 
Features: Low profile fixed sights, scalloped 
grips, solid firepower 


Rossi 



WEBSiTE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: .38SPL+P 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2 inches 
Length: 6.5 inches 
Height: 4.3 inches 
Weight: 18 ounces 


Features: Concealed 
no-snag hammer, 
rubber grips, very light 


Taurus 

MODEL: 850B2UL 
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Charter Arms 


MODEL: UNDERCOVER LITE BLACK STD 


MODEL: SOUTHPAW 


WEBSITE: CharterFirearms.com 


WEBSITE: CharterFirearms.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .38SPL+P 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2 inches 
Length: 10.5 inches 
Weight: 12 ounces 


Features: 

Dedicated left- 
hand model, 
aluminum 
frame for light 
weight, avail- 
able in two- 
tone pink finish 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .38SPL+P 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2 inches 
Weight: 12 ounces 

Features: Aluminum frame with steel, spurred 
hammer, integral sights 



MODEL: SHADOW 


WEBSiTE: Smith-Wesson.com 


WEBSiTE: CobraPistols.net 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: .38 5PL+P 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 1.9 inches 
Length: 6.4 inches 
Weight: 15 ounces 


Features: 

Hammerless design, 
wide range of custom 
colors, integral sights 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .357 MAG/.38 
S&WSPL+P 

Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2.1 inches 
Length: 6.6 inches 
Weight: 21 ounces 


Features: Walnut full- 
finger grips, fits easily 
in a purse or discreet 
holster, integral sights 
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MODEL: 686 

WEBSITE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP; 


Action: DA/SA 

Caliber: .357 MAG/38 S&W SPL +P 

Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 2.5 inches 
Length: 7.5 inches 
Weight: 35 ounces 

Features: Adjustable sights with white outline, 
orange insert front sight, comfortable grip 



MODEL: GOVERNOR 
WEBSiTE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 

Caliber: .45 Colt/.410 Shotshell 

Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 2.8 inches 
Length: 8.5 inches 
Width: 1.75 inches 
Height: 5.5 inches 
Weight: 30 ounces 
Features: Accepts .410 shotshells, .45 Colt and .45 
ACP, integral sights, rifled barrel 


Smith & 
Wesson 



MODEL: BODYGUARD 38 
WEBSiTE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: .38 SPL 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 1.9 inches 
Length: 6.6 inches 
Weight: 14.4 ounces 


Features: Hammerless 
design, laser sight, 
integral metallic sights 


MODEL: 351C 


WEBSiTE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP: 


$759 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: .22 MAG 
Capacity: 7 

Barrel Length: 1.9 inches 
Length: 6.2 inches 
Weight: 11 ounces 


Features: Hammerless 
design, high capacity 
for size, suitable for 
the recoil-sensitive 
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Roger 

MODEL: SPlOl 
WEBSITE: Ruger.com 


MSRP; 


Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .357 MAG 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2.3 inches 
Length: 7.2 inches 
Weight: 26 ounces 

Features: Black ramp front sight, fixed 
rear sight, recoil-reducing grip ^ 


Roger 

MODEL: LCR with 
Crimson Trace Lasergrips 
WEBSiTE: Ruger.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DAO 
Caliber: .357 MAG 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 1.9 inches 
Length: 6.5 inches 
Width: 1.3 inches 
Height: 4.5 inches 
Weight: 16.6 ounces 
Features: Hammerless 
design, some polymer 
components, custom 
Crimson Trace LaserGrips 
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MEDIUM REVOLVERS 


A GREAT BALANCE 


Striking the Sweet Spot 



edium revolvers hit the sweet spot. 

Situated between the compact revolver 
and its full-sized cousin, medium revolvers 
are the best of both worlds. 

This handgun boasts excellent power for its size — 
usually chambered for .38 5pl or the more powerful 
.357 Mag. Plus, it has enough weight to dampen the 
effects of firing extended rounds of +P ammunition. 


Although comparatively, semi-automatics get a 
lot of the attention (for example, show up at an 
international Defensive Pistol Association match 
with a revolver and you might get some sad looks), 
the revolver is fun and reliable. 

Serious handgunners should not overlook the practi- 
cality of this revolver, and there are a lot of great styles. 

Take a look, and have some seriously reliable fun. 
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Price Range: $400-$600 


Rossi 



MODEL: 98104 
WEBSITE: RossiU5A.com 
laMdJ $408 
Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .22 LR 
Capacity: 8 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Length: 8.5 inches 
Weight: 29 ounces 

Features: Ventilated rib atop barrel, adjustable sights, 
supremely comfortable grips. 



MODEL: R971 
WEBSiTE: RossiUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .357 Mag 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Weight: 32 ounces 
Features: Adjustable sights, 
molded grips, great sight radius. 


Charter Arms 

MODEL: BULLDOG STAINLESS STANDARD 
WEBSITE: CharterFirearms.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .44 5pl 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Weight: 32 ounces 

Features: 4-inch barrel stainless steel target model is fitted 
with adjustable sights and a longer barrel for higher veloci- 
ties. 


Rossi 
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Charter 
Arms 

MODEL: BULLDOG 44 SPECIAL TIGER 
WEBSITE: CharterFirearms.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .44 5pl 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Weight: 32 ounces 

Features: Stainless steel edition of the 44 
Bulldog. Coated with a tiger striped finish that is 
extremely durable. 4-inch barreled model is fit- 
ted with adjustable sights. 



WEBSiTE: CharterFirearms.com 
$426 


MSRP: 


Charter Arms 

MODEL: BULLDOG 44 SPECIAL DAO 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .44 Spl 
Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Weight: 32 ounces 

Features: Stainless steel edition of the 44 Bulldog. 
Double action only eliminates the hammer spur for 
additional concealability. 



MODEL: 65B4 
WEBSiTE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .357 Mag 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Length: 10.5 inches 
Weight: 38 ounces 
Features: comfortable rubber grips, 
fixed sights, custom SA/DA trigger 


Taurus 
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Taurus \ 

MODEL: 66SS4 
WEBSITE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .357 Mag 
Capacity: 7 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Length: 10.5 inches 
Weight: 38 ounces 
Features: comfortable rubber grips, 
fixed sights, custom 5A/DA trigger 




Taurus 

MODEL: 82B4 
WEBSiTE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .38 5pl +P 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Length: 10.5 inches 
Weight: 38 ounces 
Features: Blued steel .38 
5pl revolver with a 4” 
barrel. +P rated. 



Taurus 

MODEL: 4510PLYFS 


WEBSiTE: TaurusUSA.com 
ITiMrU $514.17 
Action: DA/SA 

Caliber: .45 Colt/410 Shotshell 
Chambering 

Capacity: 5 

Barrel Length: 2 inches 
Length: 7.65 inches 
Weight: 27 ounces 
Features: Rubber Grips, extended 
ejector rod, and fiber optic front sight. 
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Price Range: $700 & Up 


Smith & 
Wesson 


MODEL: 586 

WEBSITE: Smith-Wesson.com 
ITiMrU $809 
Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .357 Mag 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Length: 9.25 inches 
Weight: 41 ounces 

Features: Red ramp front sight, comfortable 
grip, fantastic accuracy potential 


Roger 


MODEL: GPlOO 
WEBSiTE: Ruger.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .327 Mag 
Capacity: 7 

Barrel Length: 4.2 inches 
Length: 9.5 inches 
Weight: 40 ounces 
Features: Adjustable sights, palm swell grip, extra 
shot by virtue of unique chambering 



Smith & Wesson 


MODEL: 686 Plus 
WEBSiT E: Smith-Wesson.com 
l9iUiz\Ji $809 
Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .357 Mag 
Capacity: 7 

Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 8.18 inches 
Weight: 41 ounces 


Features: 3-inch barrel and 7 rounds of 357 Mag or .38 
Spl +P power. 



Smith & 
Wesson 


MODEL: 586 L-COMP 


WEBSITE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .357 Mag 
Capacity: 7 

Barrel Length: 3 inches 
Length: 8.18 inches 
Weight: 41 ounces 

Features: 3-inch barrel and 7 rounds of .357 Mag or 
.38 Spl +P power with a full underlug barrel. 

Tritium front sight and adjustable rear sight. 
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RRA 1911 QUICK SPECS: 


RRA1911-A1 PS2300^ 

BASIC LIMITED PISTOL 

MSRP;$1950* 


Smith 
Wesson 


INTRODUCING THE 

RRA .45 ACP 1911 PISTOLS 


CALIBER; .45 ACP RRA MATCH ALUMINUM SPEED TRIGGER 


RRA's legendary steel-framed 1911's are back 

performance-tuned for accuracy and reliability, 



^ ^ 

.:_rM A Wi 5.5.0 



,^1 





r 





Smith & 
Wesson 


MODEL: 686 

WEBSITE: Smith-Wesson.com 
IBkjdJ $829 
Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .357 Mag/.38 5pl 

Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Length: 8.18 inches 
Weight: 4l ounces 

Features: 4-inch barrel and stainless 
steel construction. L-Frame revolver 
designed for heavy use. 


MODEL: GOVERNOR 
WEBSiTE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .357 Mag/.38 Spl. 

Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Length: 8.18 inches 
Weight: 41 ounces 

Features: 4-inch barrel and stainless 
steel construction. L-Frame revolver 
designed for heavy use. ^ 
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LARGE AND IN CHARGE 

Security You Can Count On 



PHOTO BY THINKSTOCK 


Mag or larger, especially with a short 
barrel, makes a lot of sense and can be 
very comforting. Likewise, revolvers are 
quite reliable and lend reassurance in a 
home defense situation. 

So why don’t large-framed revolvers 
get more attention? We think they should. 
Here’s your chance to see why. 


igger may indeed be better. 

Surprisingly, the larger revolvers 
don’t get a lot of press in gun 
magazines, and they aren’t always the 
first choice for many CCW holders. 

However, threats aren’t always the 
two-legged sort, and in those instances, 
carrying a large-framed revolver in .44 
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Price Range: $200-$700 


WEBSITE: ComanchePistols.com 


MSRP; 


Action; DA/SA 
Caliber: .38 SPL 
Capacity; 6 

Barrel Length; 3 and 4 inches 
Length; 8 inches 
Weight: 33 ounces 

Features; The Comanche ii-A is available in blued or satin nickel finish and with a 3- 
and 4-inch barrel. Frame is alloy which makes it an inexpensive, lightweight carry 
revolver. 


Comanche 

MODEL: COMANCHE ii-A 



Rossi 


MODEL: R98106 
WEBSiT E: RossiU5A.com 
ESSSS $^07.57 
Action; DA/SA 
Caliber: .22 LR 
Capacity: 8 

Barrel Length; 6 inches 
Weight: 29.5 ounces 


Features; The Rossi R98106 is a full-sized revolver in 22 LR that 
makes a good firearm to train with if you carry a large caliber 
revolver. Fiber optic front sight makes shooting steel plates fun! 
(4-inch barrel model shown.) 


Rossi 


MODEL: R971 
WEBSiT E: RossiUSA.com 
iyikj:JJ $465 
Action; DA/SA 
Caliber: .357 MAG 
Capacity; 6 
Barrel Length; 6 inches 
Weight: 32 ounces 

Features: All steel construction and chambered in .357 MAG 
makes the Rossi an affordable option for concealed carry. 
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Ruger 


MODEL: REDHAWK 
WEBSITE: Ruger.com 

ES33$699 

Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .44 MAG 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 4.20 inches 
Length: 9.12 inches 
Weight: 29.5 ounces 

Features: The Ruger Redhawk is a great revolver for anyone who needs to carry a 
large bore handgun. Stainless steel construction and chambered in .44 MAG, the 
Redhawk brings power, reliability and durability in an all weather firearm. 



Price Range: $700 & Up 


Taurus 


WEBSiTE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 

Caliber: .44 MAG 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 
Weight: 45 ounces 
Features: Porting for shooting 
comfort, Taurus Security 
System, Transfer bar 


MODEL: 44SS4 


Taurus 


MODEL: 44SS6 
WEBSiT E: TaurusUSA.com 

[2S3a$742 

Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .44 MAG 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 6.5 inches 
Length: 11.6 inches 
Weight: 52 ounces 
Features: Tuned porting, vent rib 
barrel, molded recoil-absorbing grips, 
adjustable sights 
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Taurus 

MODEL: 608 

WEBSITE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/5A 
Caliber: .357 MAG 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 6.5 inches 
Length: 11.6 inches 
Weight: 52 ounces 
Features: Adjustable sights, and chambered in .357 MAG. 
Revolver also features Taurus Security System, which 
provides an instant-ready system to secure the pistol. 



Taurus 


MODEL: Raging 44 MAGNUM ULTRALiTE 
WEBSiTE: TaurusUSA.com 


MSRP: 


Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .44 MAG 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 2.4 inches 
Length: NOT LiSTED 
Weight: 27 ounces 

Features: Adjustable sights, and cham- 
bered in .44 MAG. Revolver also features 
Taurus Security System, which provides an 
instant-ready system to secure the pistol. 
Titanium Blue finish, fiber optic front sight. 



Taurus 


4^41 


MODEL: Raging 454 CASULL 
WEBSiT E: TaurusUSA.com 
I2S33 NOT LiSTED 
Action: DA/SA 
Caliber: .44 MAG 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 2.4 inches 
Length: NOT LiSTED 
Weight: 27 ounces 

Features: Adjustable sights, and chambered in .454 
CASULL. Revolver also features Taurus Security System, 
which provides an instant-ready system to secure the pistol. 
This revolver has a ported barrel to help with recoil control. 
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FULL-FRAME REVOLVERS 



MODEL: 625 JM 
WEBSITE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP; 


Action; DA/5A 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length: 4 inches 

Length; 9.4 inches 

Weight: 40 ounces 

Features; Adjustable rear sight, gold 

bead “Patridge” front sight, custom 

wooden grips, tuned action, large 

exposed hammer. 


MODEL: 325 THUNDER RANCH 
WEBSiTE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP: 


Action; DA/SA 
Caliber: .45 ACP 
Capacity; 6 

Barrel Length; 4 inches 
Length; 9.4 inches 
Weight: 40 ounces 
Features; Adjustable rear sight, gold 
bead “Patridge” front sight. Scandium 
frame, stainless steel barrel and 
cylinder. Performance Center tuned 
action with trigger stop. 


Smith & Wesson 

MODEL: M 629 
WEBSITE: Smith-Wesson.com 


MSRP; 


Action; DA/SA 
Caliber: .44 MAG 
Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length; 2.5 inches 
Length; 7. 6 inches 
Weight: 39 ounces 

Features; Adjustable rear sight. Performance 
Center tuned action. Unfluted cylinder, and 
chambered for the .44 MAG. Great power in a 
very small package. 
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MODEL: SUPER REDHAWK ALASKAN 
WEBSITE: Ruger.com 


MSRP; 


Action; DA/5A 

Caliber: .44 MAG, 454 CA5ULL, 480 RUGER 

Capacity: 6 

Barrel Length; 2.5 inches 
Length; 7.62 inches 
Weight: 45.5 ounces 
Features; Triple-locked cylinder provides 
solid lockup for the most powerful car- 
tridges. Dual chamberings, .44 MAG can fire 
.44 Spl, and .44 CA5ULL can fire .45 LONG 
COLT. Comes with Hogue Monogrips for 
recoil absorption. ^ 


Roger 



Available on app stores below 


Get One Issue FREE! 



SAVE 67% on Annual Subscription 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


To Your Favorite Concealed Carry Flandguns Digital Magazine 
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HOLSTER PHILOSOPHY 

Don’t Overlook the Essentials 



A good handgun deserves a good holster. 

For as much time as you spend selecting a 
firearm, you should a comparative time 
selecting an appropriate holster to go with it. 

Today’s holsters are well-made and specialized, 
using various materials from leather to synthetics. 
They vary in design, form, placement and function. 
But how do you choose the perfect holster? 


PHOTO BY THINKSTOCK 

Often, holster selection is dictated by need. You 
may use your firearm for a specific purpose, such as 
iDPA competition, where holster selection is guided 
by the rules of the game. Other times, the holster is 
an afterthought. You may even have several holsters 
for a single gun, each with a specific use. 

Think of each holster as more than an accessory 
— it’s a necessity. 
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[LEATHER] 


Galco 

MODEL; Combat Master Belt Holster 


MSRP; 



[LEATHER] 

Desantis 


Website: GalcoGunleather.com 
Description: Offered up in black or tan, the Galco 
Combat Master Belt holster is a classically 
designed holster with a slight forward cant for a 
smooth presentation. This form-fitting holster 
works well for virtually any handgun, large or small. 


MODEL: Thumb Break Mini Slide 


MSRP; 


Website: DesantisHolster.com 
Description: Made from high quality saddle leather, 
this holster is constructed using double seams, and 
an ultra-close fit. For belts up to 1 % inch wide. 



[LEATHER] 

Brownells 

MODEL; Summer Special 


MSRP; 


Website: Brownells.com 

Description: A classic holster that’s been around 
for decades for good reason. Solid construction 
and outstanding design. 



[LEATHER] 


Dillon Precision 

MODEL: El Raton-DL 2” J-Frame S&W Revolver 


MSRP; 


Website: DillonPrecision.com 
Description: inside the waistband pocket holster 
carries the S&W J-framed revolvers in a very secure 
and concealable pouch that won’t come out when 
the pistol is drawn. 
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CrossBreed Holsters 








[LEATHER] 



Galco 



MODEL: Purse Defender 


MSRP: 


Website: CrossBreedHolsters.com 
Description: This holster goes inside your purse and 
bag and is a great way for women to carry a variety 
of handguns. Configurable in many ways, and a sec- 
ond holster and magazine carrier can also be added. 


MODEL: 555 5ide 5nap 5cabbard (Gen 2) 


MSRP: 


Website: GalcoGunleather.com 
Description: Made from quality steerhide, the 
side 5nap 5cabbard has a slight butt-forward 
cant making for easy draws, and an adjustable 
tensioner. Fits belts up to 1 V 2 inches. 



[KYDEX] 

Brownells 

MODEL: CTAC IWB 
1$75 


MSRP: 


[kYDEX] 

Blade-Tech 

MODEL: OWB Eclipse Ambi Holster 


MSRP: 


Website: Brownells.com 
Description: Kydex construction and uses two 
1.5-inch belt clips for solid retention. 5 holes 
allow for cant adjustment. 


Website: Blade-Tech.com 
Description: This ambidextrous holster was 
designed with comfort and concealing in mind, 
Featuring a straight drop cant. 
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[LEATHER & KYDEX] 

Galco 

MODEL: TacSlide Belt Holster 


MSRP; 


Website: GalcoGunleather.com 
Description: The economy of Kydex with the 
comfort of leather. Open top, neutral cant. Makes 
for a fast and simple draw. 


CrossBreed Holsters 

MODEL: Appendix Carry 


MSRP: 


Website: CrossBreedHolsters.com 
Description: Available for dozens of handguns, this 
iWB holster puts the smallest handguns in a very 
concealable location for super concealment. 
Excellent holster for the Glock 42. 



[LEATHER] 


Brownells 


MODEL: Summer Special 


MSRP: 


Website: Brownells.com 

Description: A classic holster that’s been around 
for decades for good reason. Solid construction 
and outstanding design. 



[SYNTHETIC] 

CrossBreed Holsters 


MODEL: Bedside Backup 


MSRP: 


Website: CrossBreedHolsters.com 
Description: Convenient and quick way to access 
the firearm while lying in bed. Keeps the firearms in 
easy reach and accessible. Patented design works 
with a variety of holsters and firearms types. 
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[SYNTHETIC] 

Fobus Holsters 



[SYNTHETIC] 

Fobus Holsters 


MODEL: SG4 


MODEL: J357 


MSRP: 


I From $32 

Website: FobusHolster.com 
Description: Super concealable paddle 
5-shot, S&W J-frame revolvers, and the 


holster for the 
Rossi M88. 


MSRP: 


jFrom $32 

Website: FobusHolster.com 

Description: Made for the Sig 229 series, this holster 
accepts the Sig line with or without rails. Also fits 
the Steyr Model-S in .357/9/40. 



[LEATHER & SYNTHETIC] 

Safarlland Holsters 

MODEL: Bianchi 135 Suppression inside Waistband 


MSRP: 


Website: Safariland.com 

Description: This holster has a leather outer covering 
with a foam padded synthetic liner for long life. 
Designed for deep concealment especially if the shirt 
has to be tucked in. 


Safarlland Holsters 

MODEL: Safarlland 5378 GLS Concealment Paddle 
& Belt Loop Combo 


MSRP: 


Website: Safariland.com 

Description: This holster comes with the Safariland 
GLS Grip Lock System which provides for excellent 
retention and is finger-deactivated when drawing. 
Available in a wide variety of belt slot openings and 
can be adjusted for cant or crossdraw. EB 
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In a perfisct wor]^,^$Qple have good intentions. In the real 
world, thdf^re^rs6 .da^ corners. A comfortable, concealed 
holster b«ng Jable to defend yourself when 

necessa^'t. ft holster that you’ll never want to 
take off=>Tti^e lucky tor you and not so lucky for him. 

SNEAKY PETE H DUSTERS 


www.SiieakyPete.com 
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I 

V 


If Combat Accuracy Exists, 

What Is It and How Do You Develop It? 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY GARRETT LUCAS 



I f you’re like me and have been reading 
about guns for a while, you’ve come 
across the term “combat accuracy.” 
Having read articles on guns for 25 years, it 
seems like the term “combat accuracy” just 
came to life one day and got repeated over 
and over until it was a mainstay in the gun- 
writing world. The phrase i most often saw 
was, “...acceptable for combat accuracy.” 

What exactly is this, and how do you 
obtain it? 

THE BEGINNING 

This phrase was most commonly used in 
reference to the accuracy of handguns, partic- 
ularly those handguns that weren’t turning out 


great results. When the desired standard for 
the mechanical accuracy of pistols is 2 inches 
at 25 yards, i saw quite a few gun reviews 
where the groups were much, much larger. 

To soften the blow a bit on the results, 
those groupings were deemed acceptable 
for “combat accuracy.” To be fair, a lot of 
those reviews weren’t done from a rest, but 
you never really knew if it was the gun or the 
person shooting it. 

Somewhere along the way, the “combat 
accuracy” phrase got turned around, and 
instead of being applied to just acceptable 
accuracy for a revolver or pistol, a transition 
occurred in which people started believing 
that combat accuracy applied to them, not 
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it . imagine how much those groups will 
open up when under stress during a violent 
altercation and the adrenaline is pumping. 99 



the gun. It became a murky 
mess, and, to some degree, it 
still is. 

By blowing through a 15- or 17- 
round magazine at seven yards 
and getting some hits in the 8 to 
10-inch range, some shooters 
convinced themselves that was 
good enough for combat accura- 
cy. They were, and are, wrong. 

SO, WHAT IS COMBAT 
ACCURACY? 

I don’t pretend to be an expert 
marksman, but, I do know 
enough to realize how good I’m 


not. I know if I’ve shot a good 
tight group, and I know when I’m 
all over the place, or if it the 
problem is with the gun/sights. 
Sometimes, it’s even a combina- 
tion of the gun, the shooter and 
the ammunition. 

If you do a search on “combat 
accuracy,” there are about 1,001 
definitions. Most of those defini- 
tions loosely define combat 
accuracy as the ability to hit a 
target that’s anywhere from four 
to eight inches in diameter, and 
some definitions even state that 
shots within 10 to 12 inches is 


Two groups from my Sig P226 9mm at 15 yards 
with two different ammunition types. 


CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS FALL 2015 123 




Part of developing muscle memory is to consistently maintain the same shooting stance, grip and trigger pull during multiple shooting sessions. 


If you do a search on combat 
accuracy there are about 1,001 
definitions. ff 



One way to avoid relaxing into the “combat accuracy” mode is to use 
smaller targets during practice. This will force the shooter to focus 
more on getting tighter groups. 


acceptable with distances running anywhere from 7 to 
15 yards. In my opinion, this presents us with a couple 
of problems. 

RAMIFICATIONS 

First, it gives people a false sense of their abilities if 
they aren’t able to shoot tight groups. Consider that if 
a person shoots 4- to 10-inch groups at seven yards, 
in good conditions, imagine how much those groups 
will open up when under stress during a violent alter- 
cation and the adrenaline is pumping. 

Conditions like tunnel vision and a sense of distort- 
ed time come into play, but most of these shooters 
won’t have developed enough muscle memory to 
overcome the loss of fine motor skills in such an 
encounter. Being ill-advised about their shooting abili- 
ty, they could have a sense of unwarranted confidence 
that leads to less practice. 

Now, it’s true that a shot to the torso is better than 
nothing at all, and if you spray enough rounds, you 
might get lucky and hit the sweet spot that stops an 
attack. Personally, I don’t want to rely on luck, and I 
don’t want to take the chance of hitting an innocent 
bystander. 

That requires practice on my part to keep getting 
better. I want to be able to quickly put a fist-sized 
group on paper at 15 yards, because within seven 
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At 20 yards, a nice grouping was achieved by my shooting partner using a brand new 9mm pistol with an 8-round magazine. 


yardls (where the vast majority of shooting encounters 
occur), it will be that much easier to dio. 

The second problem comes about when “good 
enough” is reinforced to the student, and that results 
in less practice (as mentioned), but there’s also less 
experimentation with handguns, holsters, ammuni- 
tion, sights, and combinations of all of the above. 

MY OWN LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

Recently, I took a few pistols to the range on a holi- 
day weekend, and I was shooting tight groups with my 
CZ 75B at 15 yards using Federal 9PBLE 115gr +P+ and 
Federal 124gr +P ammunition. This was not a slow 
and steady aim-and-fire routine. This was quick com- 
bat-style shooting with rapid follow-up shots. I did 
almost as well with my Sig P226. 

However, when I shot two similarly-styled DA/5A 
pistols that I purchased recently, both made by the 
same manufacturer, the results were so bad, I was just 
glad nobody was around. I already knew that one had 
an issue with the sights, and I figured the second one 
did, too. Or, so I thought. 

At a later date, I let a friend of mine shoot one of 
those pistols. He had no problem getting decent 
groups with it. I then shot a couple of fairly good 
groups with the CZ 75B and the Sig P226 right in front 
of him, and to be honest, we were both dumbfounded. 


HOW TO IMPROVE ACCURACY 

■ Work on the fundamentals of marksmanship 

■ Understand the capabilities and limitations of 
the firearms 

■ Practice frequently 

■ Practice fundamentals to develop muscle memory 



The difference in the length of the sight radius of these two pistols 
is apparent. Obtaining better accuracy is typically easier from a 
firearm with a longer sight radius. 
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One way to avoid relaxing into the “combat accuracy” mode is to use smaller targets during practice. This will force the shooter to focus more 
on getting tighter groups. 


KEY NUMBERS 

15 

The distance in yards that the author wants to be able 
to put a fist-sized group on paper 

7 

in yards, the distance in which the vast majority of 
shooting encounters occur 


We couldn’t figure out why the groups were so bad 
for me when I shot well with the others. 

Since I had the same issue with both pistols 
made in a similar style, the only thing we could fig- 
ure was there was something in the handling or 
ergonomics of those two pistols that was working 
against me. I guess the point is I wouldn’t have 
known that had I not practiced and found the issue 
with those particular handguns. 

The groups I shot with those two pistols are what 
some might consider acceptable combat accuracy. 
To me, they were just plain lousy. I don’t buy into the 
combat accuracy theory. There is only accuracy. 
Sure, during combat, groups will open up as the 
adrenaline hits and people or objects move, but 
that’s why it’s all the more important to practice 
true marksmanship at the range, along with doing 
different drills to prepare for the moment you may 
have to defend yourself. 
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LEAVING THE 
EXCUSE BEHIND 

My belief is that focusing on the 
fundamentals of marksmanship, 
understanding the capabilities and 
limitations of the firearms we are 
using, and practicing frequently will 
pay off huge dividends rather than 
putting some shots on a dinner- 
plate-sized target at seven yards 
and calling it a day. Practicing 
those fundamentals will help the 
shooter develop muscle memory 
over time that the body will switch 
to in times of stress. 

Understanding the capabilities 
of your weapon is also a vital part 
of improving accuracy. A short-bar- 
rel revolver or pistol can be just as 
inherently accurate as their longer- 
barrel counterparts, but a longer 
barrel increases the sight radius 
and allows the individual to more 
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a . combat accuracy is the ability to 
quickly and deliberately place shots in the 
critical zones necessary to immediately 
stop a threat 99 




style 1^7 


800-GUNHIDE 

631-841-6300 

Dept #CW94 
431 BayviewAve. 
Amityville, NY 11701 
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“WK DIDN’T INVENT CONCEALMENT, 
WE JUST PERFECTED IT!” 


MSRP 


i 

mm 

p 



ras^iH 


Built from 

black-saddle 

leather 

Precise molded 
contours provide 
weapon retention 

Available for 
most popular 
handguns 
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it . getting some hits in the 8- to 10-inch range, some shooters 
convinced themselves that was good enough for combat accuracy. 
They were, and are, wrong. 99 



One issue with using large targets is that some folks are lulled into 
a false sense of complacency if they get shots on paper, if shooting 
defensively, the shooter needs to be able to hit vital zones to 
immediately stop the threat. 


FACTORS THAT AFFECT ACCURACY 

1 The violence of the situation 

2 The adrenaline that is pumping during such 
an encounter 

3 Tunnel vision 

4 Time distortion 






With just a groove for the rear sight and a stainless front sight, more 
accurate groups will be usually be turned in by the Bond Arms Derringer 
under 7 yards with .45 Colt Rounds. Using 4-10 specialty defense ammo, 
including discs and buckshot, the usability of the derringer is greatly 
improved, and the results can be devastating. 


easily notice changes and make corrections in sight 
alignment. 

In a shooter’s hands, a small-frame .357 Magnum 
with a sight groove and a black front ramp on a two-inch 
barrel is going to be much less forgiving with staying on 
target than one with a six-inch barrel and high-visibility, 
adjustable sights. 

THE LAST WORD 

So, have we figured out what combat accuracy is, 
exactly? 

For me, it is a myth. Some will disagree, but that’s 
okay. Everyone has the right to do what’s best for them. 

If I had to actually use the phrase, I would say that 
combat accuracy is the ability to quickly and deliberately 
place shots in the critical zones necessary to immediate- 
ly stop a threat. But, that’s not really in line with most of 
what I’m reading out there. 
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Key parts of improving shot placement is to try different ammunition, sights, and handguns that work best for you, and to practice repeatedly 
at different distances while performing different drills, so the process becomes instinctual. 


By practicing the fundlamentals of 
(drawing the weapon, obtaining a proper 
sight picture, ancJ getting accurate 
groups, the shooter can gradually speed 
up to transition from just target shooting 
to actual defensive shooting — provided 
that the original accuracy (or close to it) 
is maintained. By adhering to that 


regimen, I have a feeling that combat 
accuracy will take care of itself. W 

Garrett Lucas has been an outdoors and 
preparedness enthusiast for twenty-five 
years. His areas of interest and expertise 
include firearms, edged tools, and 
preparedness. He has written articles on 
these topics for over eight years. 
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FINAL 

SHOT 
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here really is np other gun 
like a custom gun. 

Whether it^s a full blown 


1911 or just a J-frame S&W revolver 
with a new set of composite grips, 
making modifications to any firearm 
makes it more personal, installing 
a new set of tritium night sights or 
adding a tactical light also allows 
the shooter to possibly gain an 
advantage should the pistol be 
used in an armed confrontation. 

Give it a try. it may give you the 
edge you need. 


TERRILL HOFFMAN 



Established 1876 



MACHINED FROM BILLET 
FULL LENGTH GUIDE RAILS 
POLYGONAL RIFLING 
LASER SURFACE HARDENING 
COMPETITION INSPIRED TRIGGER 


In 1985, the first semi-automatic SPHINX pistol was created using more than 100 years’ experience in precision 
tooling. In the early 2000’s, SPHINX became the ultimate statement in performance throughout the European 
IPSC circuit. Today, the SPHINX SDP blends pedigree and modern design to deliver renowned craftsmanship 
and surgical precision to the discerning shooter. 

Grab hold of 139 years of precision mastery, find an authorized SPHINX reseller near you at 
www.sphinxarms.com or call our toll free number: +1 855 KRISS US (574-7787). 


KRI55 
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THE HUGER* LCSs^ 



Just Slightly Larger 
(Less than 1 " Taller 
and 1" Longer) 
than the Popular and 
Incredibly Compact LCP® 






LC9s® Pro 

Comes 

Without 

External 

Safety and 

Magazine 

Disconnect 



Striker-Fired with Short, Light, 



Join Ruger and help us raise $4,000,000 for the NRA. 

VISIT: RUGER.COM/2MILLION 


Drift Adjustable Pear Sight and Fixed Front Sight 


Crisp Trigger Pull 


The all new, strlker-flred Ruger® LC9s® and LC9s® Pro feature 
a short, light, crisp trigger pull for faster shooting and Improved 
accuracy. The LC9s® and LC9s® Pro provide slim, llghtwt i®**® 

compact personal protection with a blued, alloy steel slide, a high-performance, 
glass-filled nylon grip frame, aggressive checkering and a 
sight system. Both models use all LC9® accessories and holsters and are just slightly 
larger (less than 1 " taller and 1 "longer) than the popular and Incredibly compact LCP 
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